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RobèÍÈ l4cFarlandl was boln aL Àuckland olr I AugusL 1922

anil received his sêconilary ê'lucaÈiob at S'Lcredl HearL CoIIêgo'

Oo.*t""U wheÍe he reacheil Cniversity Entralce stanilardl" He

;;.;;;J-""".ínued his studl'ês at' Aucklanel univeÍsitv

;;; ; ;".  He was itrtêtêste(i in football  ani l  cricket '  basèba1L

.rU 
""r*at"n' 

After leavirg school he was enpLoyed by the

Govêrru0enL as a cletical ca'lêt anil at the tíme of applying for

;;;";""" in ajrcrev' on i2 June 1940' was in the ernplov of

í.-s".f. f  security Departrênt at Àuckland'

'  Sergeant }ÍcFar1an'l  was enlisted aÈ the Init ial

?raining Í{ing, LeviÍ! on 2 i'iaf,ch 1941 and Posted to No 4

Elementary Flying 1tainrng School' I'lhe[uapai on 13 ÀPrÍl

for his elemèntary f lyÍng training' Heret on 3 June' his

"li"i-rt.foffts 
vtas terminated' ántl hê vtas re$ustèrèa Èo aif,

observer and reposÈed 1o 1u-'it eatly in Àugust for his initial-

at"t"tnn in ghis trade' lte embarked for canada on

;;;; ; ;" 1e4r under the Enpirê Àir rrainins scheme'

Sergeant l ícFarland arrivei l  in canaqa early in

october anil  was poste' l  on ]1 octobêr td No 6 Àir obselvèrs'

a.noor. ,"tt'tt Àlbert' Saskatchewan an'l tbenqe on

,, 
"Urrout, 

1942 to No 5 Bo;biltg anil Gunnêry school' Dafoe'

É a s k a t c h e w a n r \ t h e r e o n 2 E T e b r u a r y l g 4 2 h e v a s a w a r d e d h i s

air observers' badge and Ptonoted to the lank oÍ SêrgêanÈ'

Ite atgenalei l  a couÍse at No I Air Navigation SchoÓI' Rívets'

ll.t itolu tluring March and.!^'as lenustereël to navigatot'

on fS eptif  he Proceedêd io No I 'y '  DêPot' Hali faxí Nova

Scotia f,or enbarkalion Lo làe United (ingdon' '

.  sergeanL McFaitalrd arrived a€ No 3 Personnêl

Reception centre, BouÍnemoit lh' early in May and was Posted to

' No 2 ÀËlvanceil  Flying unat'  Mj-1lom' cujnbêrland 
:n 

1: June an' l

I"".", "t  " 
' fuly'  to No 1 opetaLional fraining unit a!

. /Bassíngbourn'



- 2 -

BassiDgbourn, Hertsfofdshi!e' Here he creÍtei l  up and completed

his lraining on l ' iel l ington bombêr aircraf,t  before bêing postêd

on 22 October to No I l5 Sqtadron at }Í i ldenhall ,  suffolk'  I ' tom

this base, as navigator of i{êl l iDgtolt airclaft,  he took part !n

three operatLonal f l ights '

Sergeant Mcfarlat ld was a nehbêr of the crêrt of a

wellington bodber r.hich took off on the night of 24/25 oc|-obet

1942 on an operational Í1i9ht over ènelny territory andl lthich

f,ai l-ed to !êturn !o i ts base. À1I the nenbers of . the crew'

j.ncluding SeÍgeant l ' lcl .arlê$d, l lere rePorfê' l  nissing' tater

itrfolmatiolr $ras recèiveél from a Gerrían soulce through the

ÍnternationaL Red cross Connittee that the body of Sergeant

. !Ícfarland hatl been vJasheÈl ashore. but no burià1" P1ace !'tas

indicated. In consequênce, he vas rêclassif ied to rnissingr

believed ki l led in action' In due course his dealh nas

off iciÀlLy presuneil  to havê occuued on 25 October I942'

Late! the IRilc rePorLed thag sergeant I'ÍcParl-an'l Ítas buried
-í;- 

the xilitary cemetery at Hàanstedêt sc:roultelr. zeelsnfl'

Hollana.

IIe was late! rè-interrêal in Bergen-Op-zoorn cenetêry'

PLot 20, Row A, Grave 2.

Sergeant i{cFarLand had 256 f lying hours as.a

navigatoÍ.
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SERGq{NA OBSERVER ROBERT
LOUIS MGFARLAND

Ro|led McFírl&d s d SllC Ooor 193?-39.
Ilc $s prcmilrcnt in spriiDg dcririri6 aíd
Mn ln. lnrcmcdillc Diving Chunpionship
nd dl! Senior Mírfldxn in i919. Durhg

his lime in the Air For.ii hs ${Ls chos€n ls
one of dleí s$imming rqrrÈrx alilrs in
lhc senic.s' slods rl PDllncreoo NoÍlh.
H"jo'ned 0'e RNZAF in Mffcb i9.11 lnd
IÊR for Csrs& h S{,plembcr of drnl rài
sncr compleling his trnining .$ ,r
obsen'er i{e wos oDlÍ ls }€nls of age Ír
the time ofhis eílisbn€ot.

TLICIIT LIEUTENÁNT JOTIN TREVOR
M.GREÀID.F.C

rrcw. M(S@l va at SHC fdr 192&28.
An6 lgliÍF Coll€gc hc \!c!r inlo lhc notqine
It!sin6. gc \us q of rhc tn6l ,oFl old bors
of lhê ColleSc ind ! linnilia t'lgure ot Old Bo,v
l-uoclidí Hc $c írrÍicd b Algoí I94l ond
shór'h .IienmÉ l:oinql UE RNZAI lnd
cnlqcd tlE Ai! IoEc B@ dl Lcvir. Ircn lhft
hc \'6t to Etrglond NheI! hc glined his
cmni$ion and lvrs ltrtbjnlcd s Íl).in8
ir6kucror !t m RÁF stltion. lird on hÈ \!s
ot(Dched tó L[è !ïned Pott'Íjndd SquadM ! 09
of {lE LA-!. lnd ot dic tirtrc of hie dc0th td

lle lGl hb litè in !Eidjsl ld.lal.tEfopllp
cnd of lhc Nr nr EuoÍE ed is hricd in lhe
Mutfcil'll Cmclcry in Btus*b ^pt'srn$y hc
had blunle d lo lako lhe daN of molhe.
tliloi $to s'd ill sd nnlble to 80 dl rbii Eid..
ïrcbr *a rr qmdla, catholic dd his
cngl8iaE lqsmliry mrde him pollule Nith dl
ML' one of his chief pl$urcs i{!s lo src
M!$ ehcíqift hc \d He r$s !t M3s !.d
Mcived Holy Communiotr in lhc cldirs
bolorc b. $t orit on his l6t iiehr Wc olïcr our
$mpithy lo his \if.. ro!íe d.ugnk paEÍts

On Mchire EnÊlDd hè 16 posled b a
bonlE sqlailq d duÍids lte drir bclo.o
lN sB loí uG ofl bornbing nids owr
G.mMy o sn cm$otiw nigft9 ot: th.
$v6& íielÍ nis plarc t@k l'!n in í vcry
h@ra Bid ovor MiloÍ 0!d !\íi on€ ot ev.n
filt tlilcd ro ntum. il *{ s tltÍl tis pluc
cGhc{ Nhilo Êtumióg tion this dil oo ttu
24- OcLher I q{:. R.l P

(Hc is bficd at Bced op Zoom- Ilola ldr
$lÉÈ hi! Fltrrc !Db!bL! mlhd.)


