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€lothirig,   The   men   in   the   tunnel   all   got   out   the   way   they   c:ame   in.
The   t.rap   dc>c>r   was   replaced   and   sealeii,p    the   stcïve   returned   tö   it's
posític)n  and   everything  was   bac;k   tci   normal   in   room  23.   Äfter  a   few
minutes   of   quiet,    the   ocGuparits   heard   a   scratching   from  undeï-the
trap  rJtj`?r.   Än  adventurc>us   ferret  had  crawled  t.rirough  the  tunnel   and
was   tr¥-ing   to   get   c>ut.

Within   a   half   an   hcjur,    the   entire   compound  was   swarming   with
guards  armed  with  machine  guns   and  bayonets.   Each  man  was   stripped
and   his   clQthing   searched   while  he   stGod  naked   in   the   snow.   After
much   bí{=kering,     the    kriegies    finally    opened    the    trap    door    and
a`llowed   the   ferret   tc}   get   c}ut.

In   Önly  hours,    the   entire   c;c>untry   side   was   out   on   the   largest
man-hunt    Öf    the    war.     Civilians    were    alerted    and    thousands    of
military,   including  the  navy  were  sc:ouring  the  cciuntry.   Most  of   the
seventy-six   escapees  were   captured  within   three  days,   and  held   in
a  C-estapo  prison   in  Gorlit'z.   Fifteen  of   these  men  were  returned   to
8talag  Luft   111   later.

The   GesttRpo   arrived   to    investigate   the    situation,    but    c:ould
f ind  nothíng,   as   the  Luf twaf fe   guards  would  not   co-operate   in   the
least.   Some   sticky   f ingered   kriegie   stole   two   Gestapo   f lashlights
in   the   prc>cess.

A blackmarket  was  un-Govered  by   the  Gestapc],  and  the  Kommaridant
and  his   staff  were   taken  away   for  a  court-martial.

Nothing   was   heard   about    thg   esgape   for    two   weeks.    Then    the
Senioï-    Banking    RÄF    Officer    was    taken     to    the    new    Kommandant's
off ice,   where   an   of f icial   d®cument   was   tra.ri§1ated   for   him.   Of   the
sevent¥-six  men  wh®  had  escaped,   fifty  w-ere  shot,   among  them  all   of
the   leaders+  P`oger  Bush,   Tim  Waldon  of   the  forgery  factory,   AI   Lake
t.n.e  cQmpass  maker.   Charlie  Ball   the  photographer  and  others.   Their
ashes  were  placed   in  a  vault   in   the   camp   cemetary.

In   June,   a   Dutch   piiot    in   the   RAF,    sent   a   letter   written   ín
Spanish.,   letting  them  know  he  was  back   ín  England.   A  post-card  frcm
Sweden  signed  with  false  names  c;arried  the  news  that   two  Norwegíans
in   the.  `RAF   had  made    it   out.    This   meant    that   eight   men  were   still
unac:counted   for.    I,cmg   afterward   news    came   in   that   they   had   been
sent   to  a   Gestapö  prisQn   at.   Oranienberg,,   supposedly   escape  proof .
Within   a   few  months   they  had   tunneied   out,   but   were   recaptured.

A  new   tunnel,   Gei?rge7    was   started   under   the   theaterf    and   Was
nearly   ready   tcj   break-out.    LTanuary    29th,       the   entire   Stalag   was
marched   out    in    a   raging    blizpjard    to   prevent    liberatic)n   by    the
Russian   Army.    Many   RAF   kriegies    hiä   out    in    George   to    awaj.t    the
R.ussians,   who   made   an   appearance   twQ   dayË:   later.

P.S.   The   Dutch   pílot   whrj   hati.   escap£d,   mcjved   to   the   ÏJ.S.,   and   died
in    1994    in   Florida.

Unt`er-Off icie,r   GlimnetË,    the   German   5e!=urity   Chief   als`3   died
ín    1994.
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issued  new  orders   ccmc;erniri.g
After   this   episode   the   Kc7mn`.anclant   issuëci   n"  Üíut=io   uu..~__.~__  .

escape„      It   saíd,   quote   "Escapíng  has   c:eased   to  be  a   sport".      It
fcilloweí]   that   any  where   outside  the   cc3nfines  of   the  camp  wa§   to   be
consídered  out   of   bounds   frjr   aH    .'Kriegesg-efangenen"r    and   an¥one
caught   Í]utsicle   t.-he   camp   could   be   shot+      An¥one   attempting   escape
would  be  shcú   immediatel¥.     This  noti.ce   teok  muc;h  of   t-he  enthusíasm
out  fjf   some  üf  us  escape  happy  kriegíe*     Not   so  w-ith   "Silent  Death

A   few`   days    after    tt`.e   notice    was   posted,    Sage   had   a    fellow
Sage"  .

''-^:^"h   hirk    him   ín    the   ribs,    bz-eakíng   at    lea`st    two.       The    Camp.    .            i__.      ~~i~t`ti=r,íia       t-_íi       the'Kriegíe   kick   him   ín    tne
meaíc    convinced    the    gcio
hospítal.      Whíle   enrouteml__

the   mc>viïig   vehíc;le.       The
-t`~ _  3r  _   _

L  IJJD  ,        J.,l\-+-JÈ .--- ¥       _

ns     to    remov-e.    hi`m    b¥    ambulan€e     to     tne
he   workëd   a  wíndow   open   and   jumped   f rom
g-uarä   was   ricling   in   the   front   with   the.... Li__..     ~+^nní±rq     at       the

lwcla      J-lltlllt9      _--       _

esc:ape   unti.l    t.~riey    stopped   at    the
1   -.L.--+    f`,l   hie   nllïËÏüers.      He   evadedLiriver      SU     WGD      U+.UÏ,_L_      ___

hospital.     This  gave   Sage  a   goocl  start   cm   his  pursüerh     n€   5vL^___
the,   saarch  partíes   fm   severai   days   and  c;overed  about   oïi.e  hundred
thirt¥  míleí3.     He  never  retürried  to  Stalag  Luft   111,,   but  was   lodged
ín    a     Ge.stapo    prison     in     Poland,     that     until     hís     arrival     w?s
consíderËd  escape-proc>f .     Withín  a   few  da¥s  he  was   Qn   the  run  ag`ain
and  was   rescued  by   a   fríendl-y   Russian   patrQl.      He   arrived  hc)me   ín
Sprlkane  Washíngtcm,   April    3,1945,    w-hërë   hff   famik   prepared   the
m,.arü  dela.¥ed  Christmas  Dinners   fm  hím.     He  died  at   a  -f ípe  "  age

We  had   several   funerals   ín   the   camp   during  m`/   internment.   One
íÏ.i     1995.

was  for   a  kriegie  who  died  of  a   freak  acciderit   the  -wínter   of   1943-
1944.      HË   had  been   awarded   the  Medal   of   Honor   before   gettíng   shot
:1rtwri.      Ä.5   a   Boïnbardiei-in   t.he   90th   Bc3mb  Group,   hís  plane   was   badB
shot  up  with  the  Pilot  arid  Co-Pílot  badB  wounded  or  dead.     He  w#
`3nw   sm-W   wounded   Ëio   tciok   c]ver   tr¥ing   to   f ly   t.-he   plane   1{3ng
enough   to   enabk   the   walkini]   wo-ünded   to   bail-out.      Some   c;ouldn"ú
have  c!penad  their  parafjhute  aniaí  wciu.ld  :nave  gQne  down  T*Ïíth  t-m  piane
if   lie   had   of    jumped,.    so   he.   sta¥ëd   and   nuräed   the   plane   cjver   the--i    ~-,,:mí|   ++tí31  ives    of   the   Wounded

gt   medal.
de  of   tha
ight'    thi3

L  ll\+       JLL\-'   _  --=,

driver    scj   was   unaware   of    the

if     he    had     OE      ]Umpecl,.      Ï5U     llt=.     C,LL`Z__     __.__
Engli£h  Chari-fiel,   crash   íandíïfiíï  and   sa'v'íng  the   lives   of   th

For   this   ac.t   cif   heroísm  'ne  was   awarded  our   natioïi2s   highe
crewmen .

!4aiw  k.riegies  would  walk  se.``/eral   iaps  aroumi   tr#   insí
p-`r`t`imílta-r-    Ëac;h   day.        Af ter    a    raín    st,|jrm,    then    a    CC;ld    n___L~             CrGnniaTË     Slii€3ríme+.er    eac;h    day.        Af ter    a    raiii    bL`|ii,!,     u+£_..    _.     _;~H   :L-.`ei=ame   frc>zen   and   w-as   slí{=.r.   ín   spcjts.      Sconiers   slipp£d   and
fti  ]    cjn   the   ice,   hittincg   his   hea`d   and   wa5   k_n{3c:ked   ün€oiiscious   fcjr
'ari   hi=jur    €H    [3tj.        When    he    reí.jained    cï3nsGic3ii5ness   he    had    l[3st    his
iï`,emc!'+.-¥   .Ër+d   w3s   a   walking   zc>mbíe.      The,   Germans   wgi;ld   do   nothirig   for
1-im   =laíming  that   he  w#   fakir`Lg.     Latër   that   wiriter  ti.e   c3ntracted
ï-,`neurn.cjnia   and   died+

Three,  mc]`ï-ë  kríegies   díeij  .3f   a€i:c;idÈ,nts   ac3c*3rding  tii   the   G{,?r¥ians.
Tt!r3y   weïtt    í!`isam    #    "ar`=!urid     the   bend"    Í3`s    -v=je    call€3d     it.       0"    tJf
++ieäe    threë    Í=aiite    intQ    m¥   blí=]c+:    f+nï3   iïicirnitlg.        -Wïiílë     "    the    wash
'~m    T   rHitii=ed   t`ïiís   strarig£-r  wea`mB   ari   [jvercoat,    3-v'ërj   t:irJÜQh   ít
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!v`ja_s   suïïmier   tin`[e   and   rather   hot.       As   1   was   wash3.ng   1   watched   him.   Í.n
the   mirï`or.      He   h`ad.   a   wilc]   expregsion   on   his   face,,   and  was   hï;mped
c3ver   t+ie   sink   hrjlding  a   small   box   under   the  water   tap.      Rëturning
to   m¥   rL|`m„    I   aE:keci   Russell   who   had   be,€3n    in   the   wagh   room   bef{3re
me,    if   he   h.ad   rioticeii   triís   guy   in   the   over   c[jat.      He   said  he   had
seen   him  but   didn't   pay   an¥   attentiQn   tc)   hím+      Beíng   of   a   curious
nature,,   he  went   to  the  wash  roc)m  and  asked  this  kriegíe  what  he  was
doíng.     The  guy  replíed  that  he  was   iri  the  box  or  something  to   that
effect.,   and  he   had   to   be  kept   cool   or   he  would  die.      Russ  went   to
the  Senic.r  American  Officer,   a  Major  Eagan,   and  told  him  about   this
#harac=ter.     They   returned  to   the  wash   room  and  attemptëd  to   reason
with  him  whích  made   him  vëry   angr¥   and  violent   when   the¥   töc>k   the
bo.q   away   f rcim  him.      They   found   some   blood   ín   the   box   where  he  had
bled    from    a    €ut     f ínger.        Fínally    the¥     located    his    blGck    and
physícally  carried   him  back   t..o   it.      He  had   to  be   reported   tü   the
Germ,ans    whfj    rem.oved    him    from    the    camp.         The    next    day    it    was
repc.rted  that  he  had  jumped  ín  front   Qf  a  train  and  was  killed.     It
seemed  kínd  c>f  coincícl.ental   that   the  other   two  alsii   .jumped   in  f-fcmt
i?f    trains    and.   were   killed.       They   had   became   tc!o    religious,    one
c!laímed  tö  be   LTes-üs  Christ   and  preached  constantl¥.,    the  oth§r   just
laLy   in   his   burik  "imblíng   anLi   would   nc>t   eat   or   go   to   the   tc3ilet.

Thís   Majc>r   Eagan    ín   my   block   was    famous   in   a   way.       He   was   a
Squadron  CO   ín   the   100th  Bcimb   Group.      This  Group   gained   a  very   bad
reputatiLin  for  losíng  aircraft.     They  could  be   ídentif ied  by   their
tail  marking,   each  Group  had  a  distinc:tíve  marking,   mine  beíng   the
letter   "Ij"    ín   a    triangle.       The   German    f ighter   pílots    seemed    to
concentrate    their    effc2rts    on    the    100th    whenever   possible.        On
occasícin  t.hg   entire  Group   wQuld  be   knoc;ked  down.      There  was  a   good
reasc>n   for   t+iís   according   to   Eagan+      He   wouldn't   have   lasted   too
long  if   the  Germans  had  heard  the  stGry  he  told  the  other  kriegies.
Qn   a  previous   bombíng  mission,   hís   plane  was   badly   shot   up   and  he
thought    h£    was    going    down.        To    stop    the    enemy    fíghters     from
shoc>ting  at  hím  he   lowered  his   landíng  gear  as  an  unwritten  sign  of
surrender+     Ä  f ighter   pulled   iïi   on  each  wing  to   escc>rt   him  dc}wn   to
a   landing  stríp.     He  decided   that  he  could  make  it  back   if   he  could
elíminate    his     court.ecjiis     esccirt.          Calling    hís     gunrï.f3jrs     Qn     the
ín.terphone,   he   told  them  tg  take  dead  aim  at   the  German  pílots   and
fire  c]ri  hiL=   signal.     He  sígnaled,   the¥  fired,   and   the   twcj  Luftwaffe
planes  went.   dowrï.      He   di!±   g`et   back   acrc>ss   the   í=hanïi_el   aËi.d   líved   to
f ly   ägain.       One   Gf    the   Luftwaffe   pilots   bailed   oi£t   and   lived   to
ídentif-y    thË    100th    Group   by    their    tail    markíng.        Thís   wa£    the
reasori.   f{3r   the   Gï-cjup's   pi3pularit¥   with   the   Luft.w`affe      fighters-.

Whether   thís   story   is   trüë   t3r   ri_Qt   l   c;anï.   say,   E>ut,   I   diä  have
it   rjuhí.Lshëd    iri   the   381st    News-letter.       I   rece.ived   some    replies
Ï`egardirig   this   publíc!aticjn   an{±   .-jïie   seemed   ve¥y   piatúsi+jle.       It   was
frc}}`ii   an   ex-f l¥ër   iri    thf=   100th   í=rc!üp   and   he   c,laímed    to   have   known
tïie   cji=}c;ii   Maj[3r   Eal]-ari   very   weH.      He   stated   that   Eag.an   had.   a   vívid
iina.`¥5Ï-`..a::io`i'i   ani3.   ¥ou   +c±+jc>tüldtFt   believe   a   w-ord   that   he   saí.ä.      Älso   he
fË&íd   that   Eaigan  hai`±  pa`ssacl   tii   thë  w-ild  blue  ¥onder  a   few   ¥ears  ago.

The   fjurïïïï`t-3r   ai!d   fall   rjf   1943   was   the   Í_±arkest   timË   c;f   tl-B  war   for
th.e   P3th   fiírforc:,a.       Trie`7   weï-e   ffiak.i.ng   long   raid.s    ínti,3    +,he   hea'i`t    of
GË3rman¥,      ¥,rËïneri,      'HEïiiib-urg,      Schwt3ínfurt;      P`eg-ensburt=Ï,      Nuernburg,
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£resd.eri   and   nea`rly   all    c>f   the    largeï`   indiïist.i`.+ial    c;ities.       Ail    toü
far   fcjr   the   {J.S.    or   ËÄF   fighteríä   tc2   escort   them   in   and   out.      The-Lf
had  to  c}c)ntend  with  almost.  a  sc2lid  blanket,   of   antí-aírcraft   fire  ta
and   frGm   the    taï_-get   besides    the   ljuftwaffe   attac;ks.       CQng£quentl`_,7
maï-iy   bombers    were    lost.        Befoï`e    long   many    memrjers    Qf    the    381st
l=iegan  making.   an   appearance    ín   Stalag-Ijuft   111.      M¥-Sffi:uadr{Jn   Ccj   ttiía.s
1-jrought   in,    go   badl¥   shot   up   that   he   was   repatriated   back_   tt`3   the
States.     OnË   full   crew  and  ha]f  tjf   sncitheï^   i3`ï   the  Qï`ícjinal   Squadron
would  comDietë   theír   tw€mty   f íve   missions.      Fífteen   rnen  :=!£   i.iinety,,
not`   ve.r¥   g`oÖc]   ocld_s.       Ha.lf   Gf   tTnLüse    that   went    dow-n   were   killëd,    two
3-`rätit?d   am~j   g`c!t   baLïk   to   Eng.land   and   th.e   rëmainder   joined   me   íri   the
POW    [iäj`Ïí`Fj.         The    sth    ÄirfQrc;£    made    some    raíd.s     that    c=c>nfusËd     t.he
C!ermans   t=€jm3iderabl¥.        They   would    f ly   deep    ínto    Germany,    hit    a
target   and   contíriue   on   to   Ncirth  Africa.      The   f irst   fëw-times,    th8
1tiJ.ftwaffe  was   layirig  in  iwaít   frjr  their   return  trip   from  the   target
that   n£veï-b.aFf.pened.      The¥  made   a  few  of   these   shuttle  raids,,   als`j
some   írT.   and   t]üt   of   F`ussia,   but   discontinued   them   for   some   reason.

The   gth   anH=1   15th   Äirfrjrces   ín   Äfrica   were   made   üp   of   t-he   8-24
Ijíberator   Bomber.       Itr    like   the   8-17   h.ad   four   engines    arid   could
c!arry  abcm+.   one   th{_iugand  pt-5-Linds  more   of   bc.mbs.      HowevËi-it   was  muc:h
easieï`  knrlcked  dowïn  and  didn' t  have  the  defensive  f ire-pc}wer  of   t.he
FlyingL   FortrËss.      We   8-17   crews,   disdainfüll¥   referred   to   them  as
Fiying   Coff inË.

The   gtri  Airforce  made   a   few  shuttle   raids   to  and   from  England.
One  of   their  most   spectaGular   raids  was   on   the   Ploesti  Oil   Fíelds.
If   the   targets   were   hít   and   destroyed   ,   all   planes   and   men   were
[3xpendable.        Ab{3ut     two    thirds    of    the    formation    was    wiped    c>utf
iï`ostl¥  beGause   of   ui`ifc>rseen  circiimstances.      They   werë   to   gt3   in,   on
the  de€k,    rEËrc}  alt.itude]  ,   in   three  waves.     The  bc>m.bs  werë   fused   to
explrJde   at    t`ne    same    tim,e    aftër   the    third    .w-ave   had   passed    {3ií-er.
During   the   flíght    irito   tï`ie   target.    sc5!Ïie   planes   i.=arried   ínc§ndiary
b{Jmbs   t!.3  dr£3p  cjn   the   thc}usaïids   of   acres   of   ripe  wheat_   f iËÈli-Is    in   the
{Jkraj.ne   and   §et    thein   on   f ire..       The   three   waves   of   planes   became
Separat.ed   whíc.;.h[   threw   their   timing   off   sc`    that    the   bombs    of    the
f irst,   wav€   got   mi=}ctt   c3f   the   sec=on`~l  wa`vje  and   ttieir   bombs   ín   turn  blew
the   trúrcl  :vj-ave  oLiit   cif   the  aíï-.   A  few  i3f   the   survívgrs   w€re   t=a`ptured
;+ïrid.  !rjïïjught    to  m.¥   €ampt      One  of    them,   naiï\ed   Perkínsf)ri  was   a.cjsígne.d
+n  m`y   ro{-jáïi„      He   had   beert   a   rëport..€3r   fc>r   the   Baltím.ore   Suïi   and   `3-ave
iis    his    re=iicirt    of    the    {=ircuiii.-st.anc;es.        The   _missíon    as    a   wh€3le   was
Í=f.3n>.;Í.i=1e}_-'ed   €i.    siií=í.:£sE;    despit.e    the   hug-e    loss    of    planes    €m!ä    lives.

There  w-ere   t`wcÍ   f=cilc>red  Ëlyíng  {3ff icers   capt.urËd  in   this   Plciesti
í-fiirJ  a.rid   ;rjrc>tight   to   Stalag   Luft   111.   Thet=yf  were   first   assignecïi   roomËi
aí=Ïjürclíng-t€=i   name   a.nd  mj.iïrï5isí.   tb`e   same   as   an..?  Llne   eise.      íJne   Qf    them
`Ja;3   assigned   t{j    a   -ï`oom    iri   m¥   block.       Ï\Ïci   ont3    in    the   rQom   c>bjected
:`:.et=ause   Qf    his   c:cÈ`1or    but   he   c!bjec:ted   to    the   food   fuhr£r   händliï`ig
hís   fcïcuj.      T}-i`is   kriegi€  was   ±jadl¥   burnëd   a.bí=;üt   the   fa.iie  and   hand,s..
}\€`.  waË;   iater   repatriated.      Ha.ving  b§en   a  head   i=:hef   in   s.c}me   "-e`aJ   ¥ork
;``estaur.3zi.t  he  w.-as   {,f-£r¥   .ï}lever   at   £]iisgï,iisíng-ciui-meagër   ratif:7ns   íntQ
!-ác!mething   g-oc}d,,    and   hig    rciä)iïrm.a`tes   werë    very   prcm!±    73f    him.       When
thjí5     blac:g     gLFr     vc}ic:et±    his     cibjËc;ti{=>Ïis     the     entiï-e     i-t3cjrri    fjai!=1     the
g£nlc3¥   Rankíng   €`.`jff icsr   a.   vi;3itG       The   othËr    bia€k   ï4ias    h`avinj'g    stj}Ï`e
+.ï`{Ïi}bie    f itti-iig     ii-i    ,£lso,,      sc!    +.he    i,3.amg:j    was`    chai`=4ke`±    c}ut    .'±`ncl    finril:áll¥
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af ter   müt=h   to-do   about   ncjthing   the¥-were   given   one   of   the   two  man
röcjms   that   was    ín   eai=h.   bloc;k.

By  thís   time,   instead  of  eíg.ht  me{i.   to   the  roQm  we  had  expande.d
tLl    tïÁ!elve   by   ct3nverting-the   two   }ïian   bunks    ínto   three   man    bunks.
The  tt]p   bunk  was   less   than   a  fcjot   from  the   Lieíling  and   rather   hard
to   ¢¥et    accustc!med   to.       When   +Lwo   of   t3ur   new   arrivals    Gam.e   inf    one
wag    a    |Tewish    bc>¥,     IÍ`ving    Fredri`-=k   Baum    and    an    ltalian,    Vinc:ent
DeMartino     bc3th     from     New     York     whícri     partialy-     explains      their
behavior.    Naturall¥   the¥   ware   gíven   top   bunks,    and   Baum   started
ccjmplainj.ng   that   thís   wasn't   faír.      He   saíd  we   should   draw   .straws
and   see   who   had   to   take   the   top   bünks.      To   tLis   older   kríegies   our
bunks   had   become   füur    ca£itlËs    and   we   weren't    abQut    to   part   witb
them.     When  he   insisted  on   taking  my  bunk  and  moving  me   to  the   top,
I  haïd  to  threaten  him  with   bodily  harm.     Later,   I   fQund  an   eas¥  way
tQ  straicjhten  him  out  when  he  became  obnoxicjus.     He  thought   that  by
telliï-ig   t.rie   Germans    that   he   had   no   middle   name    [Fredríck},    they
w{3uldr.'t   rec;Qgnize   him  as   beíng   Jewish.      He    lived   ín   mortai    fear
that   they  would  discc3ver  his  secret,   so  whenever  he  got  out  of  hand
l  would  use  this   as  a   iever  by  threateriing   to  turn  hím  over   to   the
Germans .

The    other    new    kriegie,     DeMartino,    was    a     little    diff icult
bï`eaking   ín   alE3o.      The   f írst   morning   they  were   in   the   room,    I   got
up   first   as   usual,   sliGed  one   thin   slice  of   our   sawdust   bread  per
man,    drQpped   a    small    lump   of    ersatz   jam   on    it,    put    a    spoon   c>f
Nescafe   Einstant   coffee]  ,   and  a   ration  of   sugar   in  a  cup   for   each
man  and  breakfast  was  ready.     Martíno   swallowed  his   slice  of   bread
in   one   gulp,    pií=,ked   up   the    loaf   of    bread   and   slic:ed   off   a   slab
äbout  an   irigh  thick.      I   told  him   that   if   he  ate   it   ,   he  would  haveJ
to  gü  without  bri3ak_fast   for   four   da¥s.     He  said   that   was  okay  with
hím,    and   that   he   wc}uld   take   care.   of   his   own   food   and   wanted   hís
ü7eekly   ration   now.      He   accussd   us   of   being   f lak-happy   and   around
the   bend   an¥way.      We   Gld_er   kriegíes   talkgd   it   over   duríng   Appell
and.   aecicled   to   gr£int   hiffi  his   wíshes.      We   also   agreed   that   when   he•fan   out.    ct,f    food,    ïie   t.Ïould    just   go   hungry   until    his   next    issue.
After   Appeli    1   carefully   g.a`v7e   him   his   German   ration   cïf   bread   and
{Jotatoes   ap_rü   a   fui.i.   Ämeï-ican   B.ed   CrQss   parcel    tc}   last   hím   a   week.
iJur  lL}rËakfast   waE-j   alï~.a`./s   the   same  and   for   lunch   another   thín   Ëlice
±3f   bread  wíth   cheë£e   {3r   the   líver   spread   from   the   Brítish  parc:el,
and   gc>metirnes  a  ratícm  cïf  German  soüp.     Thís   goup  was  an  experience
in   ít€jëlf .       Barley,    millet,    peas    and   dehydrated   vëgeta`bles   were
used   wít:n    a^    g-enerous    samplirig   of   a   variety   of   weëvíl,    bugs    and
wtji--iTt.s.       We   usually    £1umpeü    the   veget.able    and    anímal    soup    ín    the
la`t.rines   wÍ..thout    even   trying    to   eat    it.        The   others   were   qtüíte
good.     The   evening  ffieal   was   when_   the  Fc>od  Fuhrer   €=Quld   5how  off   hi.s
ta].ents.      We   had   Spam,    C:orned   beef   and   c:anned   f ish   tc>   choc!se   fromi
as   the   mair:£   course.       W£   wo'úlf±   usij.aliy   dress   these   up   wíth   c:heese
anLi   th€±   Germari   -fati{3-íi.   of   potatoes.       The   dried   milk    [Kliml,   was    a
very  verËätíle   ct=`mmodity.      We   used   ít   in   about   everythíngL   mainly
!±e.gserts,      We  ccÈuld   makë  a   tasty  prune   w-hip,   with   Klim,   prüne,s   and
Ëiugar.       A_   can   of    18mon   píjwdË±r,    Klim   and   sugar    in   a   pie    shelí    of
i=rüghecl   CanaLijan   Íjräck.ers   made   a   deliGious   lËmit3n   pie.       Sorr¥.!    no
mË;ri`i`£gue.          Wp.     iíiaïle     fab`ülc.;ug     cïjakes     usíng     the     c:FiLisher±     Canadían
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i::rackers  as   f lc}ur,   an¥thíng  we   £.oulcl   thínk   cïf   as   f lav.3ring  anii   t.he
C;erman  r-atíc}n  of   tooth  powdsr   tc!  makË   it   light   and   fluff¥.     Älmost.
These   tast.y   repasts   wËre   never    quite   enou€jh,    we   always    lef t    the
t;ïble  still   hungr¥.      I   started  planning  a   ThankËgíving  dinner   that
would    f ill     everyone,     in{=luding    lieMartinaí     just    Eii:ne    time.        M_c>rË
`abc.ïut,    t.his    later.

To     get     back     to     DeMartinci!s     trials     and     trib-Li.lations.          He
dev(jured  his   weëks   sup.rjly   .3f   food   ín   four   days.     We   stc}od  fast   and
woulïln!t   cji-\Je  hím  evën  a   slii=ë  of   bread   for   three  days.     Äll   he   `nad
to  eat  was   the  German   issue  of   siiup,   pötatá3es  and,   or  bloQd  saüsage
that  was   s`3  vile  we  dumped   it.   in   the   latrine  without   even   taking   it
to   the   roc7m.   Even   Martinc}  couldn't   eat   it.      The   secQnd  week   he   did
a  little  bettër  by   stretching  it   out   to   five  da¥-s.     ï'he   t.hird  week
he   dr=cided   maybe    ít    would   be   better    to   join    the   rest    of   us    ín
püoling   everything   and   allowir*g  me   tc;   prepare   the  meals.      Scï   t'his
criÈis   was   over   and  we  were  happy   and  hungry   together   again.

To   hung`ry   pecipie   the    ten   p`3und   R.ed   Cross   parcels   didri't    look
like,  much   fo{=Ïd.      Nearltí'  every   week  some   cme  wliuld   announce   that   he
was   goin.g.   tíi   eat   ancl   hcild   down   a   parcel    in   twelve   hours.      I   was
always   suspicious   that   this   was   just   a   clever   ruse   to   fili    their
be.llies   ünce   acjain.       Bets   Qf   all    kinds   were   made   on   these   brave
é=-Sndeavors.     Usuaily    food     parcels+,     but    once     Bill    Ëoberts    bet     a
$1000.00   c:he€k   against.   a   focÄÏ   parc;el    and   won   the   bet.       I   got    the.
.approval   of   my  room-mates   ani-i  backed   Qne  of   these  brave   söuls.      In
Ïny  block  wa.s   a   giant   named  O'Brian.      We  all   agreed   that   if   this   was
possí`fjle   to  acc?omplish,   t.hen   it   wüuld  be  C}bie   that   c;c3uld  do   ít+   The.
rjëople  betting  agaírist,   as  well   a.s   t.he  backers,   would  never   let   the
st.,ar  out   cj£   their   sight   duririg  the   twelve  hc}uï-s.     They  wanted   to  be
sure   that   everything  went   diJwn,   and   anyt'fiing   did   or   díd   nQt   stay
Í..l`:jwn.       {3'Brian   had   his    sc;hedule   laiii.   out   so    that   he   wc>uld   eat    so
•mit=hu   t-hen  walk   rjr   jog-a_.w?nilëí    then   eat   gQmë  mc5re,   ëtc;.      He   starte.Í
G3t   6:00   am  and   pe.rfíjrmecï   like   a    c;'r}amp   until    a:È3Íj-ü`t   2á00   pm„      He   had
de.voured   e~`v'gr¥thing   ëxc;erjt   a    largë   stäc;k   of    coQkies.       These   we`ra
very   ricil~i   and   cc>ntairiecl   a,tfjciut   a   Ë>Gund   c-;f    sugar,    the    chcicolati3   D-
ba-f ,    the    £zan   c}f    círa{=keï-s    anF.   pcïund    of    raiE:ins.        Probably    about
thï-ee   pounds    ín   all.       He   c;Guld   only   get   c>ne   d`jwn   at    a   time,    then
`-r`üÍ3h   otit5íde   an€i  walk.      He   trie.ü   satirtg.  whíle_  walking,   but.   was   sill
h,aving   t,rc!uble   hcjlding   them   doürÈ`.      Fínally   a.bout   4:00   pm   the   la`st
cine   was    ,5wallowed   whole,    but   Obie   had   turned   a   dull    green.      Onl¥
two  hours   to  go   now.     He  had   a  hug-e  crowd  wít'n   him  as  he  walked   lap
af ter   lap  around  the  Ëjerimeter.     T1`[ose  for  him  w§re  chëeríng  himi  cm
ï,`+hile  those  against,   iJíäre  ma.king  gagging  noise§  and  gestures   tr¥ing
to   encourag-e   him   to   vc3mit.      At   about   cjne   hour   short.   of   the   dead-
lineT,     OtBrian     literaliy     tc;sse£1    his     cookies.         He    díd    havÉ3    the
i'_1_ístin.ctícm   cÈf   liëing   th€`    f ii`st   arid   r3nl`.yr   cme    tcj   cünsL-üÏ`,e   the   entire
r...arí:Ïel.           Wíth     hís      failure,      I     td`ja:s     c=i=}nvíïi_c=e3d      that      thís     +£ïas      ,i3Ln~Í.nt!fmssible    featf    ,5rj   ü'h€nËÈver    tï'iis   'wi€3s    tried,    I   Ï*!`3üld   bet   Ei   parc:el

i.-jr    t'.AJcj   ai3-ain=ët     ít.    bej.ng-s;u`:i`,es`5fi.t[l.        Sc>metímes    it    wa`L3    w.ithi=_iut    th€
Ïïi`i£`Ïwlei:lgÉ3    of    my    rïï~ii3miii.`3_tes    g{-.t    1    w€=ü_ij.d    turn   ffiy   winnings    intc!   F`3`3d-
_Èi`=i,]   =.=reiíits    iï`í   preparaticÈn   `Et=jr   ouï-í3ne   big   Eiash.       Thígs   F6L`!d-Ä{=,o   waË
ir:    i=j`=`:;=.haiige   whe>.re   i-.=jne   c{3ultü`]   bi~T,¥-i-jr    seil    cliffe^rgnt    fí3üds.       Ëach    itË;ii`£
``4j`_ï;.5    {.,~itË2i'.ï.    at    .ï   givÉ-=n    nüifi;rj€-tr    r.!,f    .Lü=3íiltË:  ,    dep€3ï-ïf?.eitï.    c!n    the    ilc}Plilgi.ri t`j'
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and  sï}arc:it-y  of   it.      Shoi-tly  bËÈfore  Thanksgiving,1944,   we  receivecl
spec;ial  hGlidaïr  food  parcels.     Thesë  contaíned  cannecj.  turkeyí   dried
dressing,   crariberr.y   sauc;e,   rjíum-puddirig   arid   mince-meat.      Äll   the
ingrediËnts   fo-í-an   All   American  Thaksgiving   dinner`     Natura`1iy   riot
nia-ny  cjf   these   items   reached   Foc)d-Aco,   aiid   thcse  that   did.  were  very
híc~ïh   fJric3ed.       Nevertheless    1    acquir£±d   enQug.n    to   satigfy   my   room-
mate:-3   ïiungeï-    fr+r   c>ne   day.       We   had   pleïity   of    turkey   and   dressing,
iï}ashed   pQtatc2es   with    gravy,    corn   br€ad   made   from   crushed   millet
with   the  hulis   blc>wn  away,   plum  p-iidding  arid  mínce-meat  pie.      I   took
Bill  RCÈhërts   intrj  my  c:cinfídence  and  he  made   up   sc}ine  beautiful   menus
that   1    thir„k   Nf3body   g{3t   home   wit'n.      We   ail   ate   tili   we   couid   hold
no   Ïïi{jre   ancl   sbill   there   was   food   left   on    the   table.      Needless   to
say  there  were   tweive  very   uncomfc>}.-tabie  stomachs   in   c)ur  rc)om   that
níght.      I'm   sure  my   room-mates   will   remember   that   meal   every   time
they   sit.   dc}wn   to   ä  Thanksgivíng   Dinner.      It  was   the   only  time   that
l   c-an   say   that   l   was   completely   fuil    of   food   in   my   two   years   of
captívíty.     I  considerecl  the  extra  time  and  planning  well  wcirth  the
effrjrtf    just    to   see   DeMartino   give   up   eating   and   admit    that   he
c€=}uldn't   eat   another   bite.

The   lntërnatiQnal    YMCA   working   out   of   Swítzerland,    furnished
the  camp  with  all   the  recï-eational  equipment   that   the  Germans  would
aliow.          Besidës    musical      ínstruments,     they     sent     us     baseballf
fo{-jtball,   volley   bali   and   even   íce   skates   and  hockey   stícks.      The
winter  c7f   1943ï-1944  we   persuaded  our   hosts   to   allöw  us   to   flood   an
aï`ea   fcir   ice   skating.      The   skate.s   were   the   c>ld   clamp-on   types   and
didn't  ïw{]rk   t.3o  weii   with  my   oxfords,   but   l   joined   the  hockey   team
f®r   my   block.       One   kriegie    j`n   my   rc>om   from   Wiscc>nsin   had   played
hc}c;.ke¥   in    school,.    so   we   i-£ad   a   güod   c;oach.        In   our    fírst    game_,    I
tried  tö  blöck   an  opponent   who  had  played  hcickey   at  Princeton,   and
he   iayed   sQmething   c]n   iïie   that   nearly   knc)cked  me   out   of   my   skates.
I   found   myself   wíth    two    twisted   ankles   and   a   very   short    hoc:key
career .

DëMartinc)  wa!3   a   typical    jock-strap,.    he   played   all    sports   and
was  prëtty  good  at  mc]st   of   them.     He  would  be   lyíng   in  his   top   bunk
apparently   asleep   when   from   sQrnewhere   ín   the   camp,    samec)ne   would
hcjller    "Vollevball".         Martíno    would    hit     the    flocir    and     spring
thro-ügh   t:.~!e    Lipen   wíridc3w   on   the   next   bourid    and   'újas    ready   t_o   pla`~Í'.
He   wasn't    a   bad   egg   after   he    gt3t    as    gciQfy   as    t'ne   rest    c>f    us.
Little.   Irving  Baum  never   c:hanged   though,    just   continued   to   be  his
Gw?`.   {3bnoxioüs   self +      I   feit   scirr¥   fQr   him   once   though  when   he   got
the  T£7rjrd   that  hiË:  Father  had  died,.   and  he  Gried  f(3r  days  afterward.
His   Father's    family  had    left.   Ge.rmany   when   he   was   a   smail   boy   and
i}ïmigratecl   tQ    the   'u'.S.       Baum   cciüld   speak   German    f luentl¥    but   he
ï.jïc3ujLd   ne<`.rer    lË*    t`ne    Ger!-ïi.ans   knc>w    it,.    as    he   was    a`fraid   the¥   wcjuld
re{ïï`x¥n`i`ze   hí.m   &+-á   a   German-Jeï,vtí    a`nd   their   ovens   were   full    of    them.

When    thtïy    start,ed    c:lea.ríng    trees    £or    the   West    €QmpcüJíndí     t.he
i?€3rmaïi£;   brf3ui3-ht    Í.n±   a    l&rge   group   Í3f   Jewísh   workers.       The¥   had    tG
ï*íear    c:over£!.11s    wit=rí   a    l,ïrge    Star    cSf    David    painted   on    the    bac;k.
Tl``iey   Ïtüë=r.`e    i=]o   weak    aï`id   emani=ipatecJ    that    it    seemed   a   waste   of    time
tï``jfíTi£=j`    tc}    get    an¥    wc3rk    Lii.it    Qf    thËm.        fjccasíQnally    a    tree    Would
fír]1l ..    thË¥  woüld   tïlm   the  bran€hes,    t+iËn   eig.ht   c!r   t,en  cif   them  wou_ld
i_:ïí\T=hr   ít   `tiï=,   and   iitrugrgle   aTv`,'ay   wít,h   it.      Ori3   t`ïËalth¥  iïi,an   ct`uld   ea;3ily
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íf!ave  cärried   it  ahïay  b¥  hims€,lf .     The   guard£  were  vër¥  brütrll   -"1n
r,hem,    beatin:3-    them   with    theír    ríf lë-'ciutts    at    e-v-Ë!ï-¥    Gpp£irtunity-.
"   E3ui-e   the`.Ú   killed   EjeverFi`i    like   thís   as   we  t*ratr,hed.      {wTc)rk   {3ri   t.nis
project    wa`5    gc!íncj    so    slGw    that.     the    Jews    w£re    T3híp€!ed    Öff     tc].a
fitrnace   art.Li   ï'eplacëd   with   Russian-Mongolían   POW's.       TriËy   were    in
direct  {=t`5nt`rast   to   the   sick  anrJ  ëmancipated  Jews.     These  f=ha`rs.Íjters
w-ere   ail   big   anrä  health¥   with   lc"   blac=k   hair   and   bearcls.      Really
È   f íi3rc:9   l(3c`kincj  cï-ew.      They   {~joum  !iave   i?ulled   t`ne   trË5es   ÏÜ  by   the
roc}ts    lh    sure.        They   didrU    do   an¥    more   work    than    t-he    iTews,
í].espíte   their   síze   and  health.      The¥   were   either   sitting   d`=`wïi.   aH
the  time  or   st=uff ling  a^ï-c!uni±   to  :Emtagonize   their  guards.     Tli_ey  were
also  tjeateri   wíth   the   rif le-butts,   but   the¥  would   jusï.   laüË.h  untíl
the  beater   üjouH   give   up   in   disgust..      FínalB   the¥   were   replaced
'mti   regular   Rus5ian   POW's.      We   `riad   a   .Rusg]ían   speaki-_"   offic;e.r   in

----- i,]    .``rjihin~   nÈ"m   Lúit.-n    them„       These   PrisíJriers   W3re¥\!   L   ~  '  1         L   `L-:=5  -`  `-   __ _

our   €amp   whci   T*Jould   exc:hange   news   wíth   them„       ine{äe   plla
cío:.-!d   workers   and   the   new   cc}mpcü`ind   beï=j`Än   to   take   shape.
;Ínter     th_eEie     Ru,ssian    .Drisoners     were    beíng     puníghed
ínfi`at=ti[`-in  c>f   the  c;amp   rules  by   having  theír   rations   cut_L_;  ._i_      ^€      ,-`_ïire      in      thf?.

Fínally    =3ome     dog    haír    and     some     smaH     Do[!t3b    w€iG     L.ú
barractí.g,.         The    German    Kc3mmandant     literall¥    threw    a
prísoriíers   were   fc>rc:ed   to   strip   and   their   clothes   were
A  ccm€ertíria  fence  was  set  up  around   them  and  they  were
-`--`n  i.iim   nn  r.lnt_hËÈs.     The  temperature   sta¥ed  below  free
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f or      !3Qme
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ínii`at=ticln    c>i     [.ílè3    L;Cllllp    Iuj.S.    jL„     .._,___]     _
few   days.        Their   cQmpcnjnd   was   outsicle   of    ours    in    the   vorlager.
[ïbnut  the  thir-d  da¥  without  rations.   one  of   the  guard  dc"  coLï.ldH
be   lcH=ated   in   the  r.ÜQmpound.     The  prísoners  w'e.re  tierded   íntcï  an  open
area   of    the   c;ompound   under    guard   w-níle   their   c;amp   was    searc=hed.-.       .'   ---~--J.-~    hiir    anH     snm[a    sma|l     boneg    were     Eciunä     ir.     the
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carried  away  dëad.     Oui-Russían  speaking  Americ:an  F.rieg
some  of   the   suï-vivorg  about   this   inhumane   treatm3nt.
was   just   the  wa-f   and   they  knew   thëit   no  matter   hc"  badLL_    n^¥n`-v`c.   .nalíi   hv    t.he   RuSSícms   Were   b

open  wíth  no   ciothes.      'i.ne  tempelalult=   Ë3lG.,.U   jL,~._,,   __
the  day  and  dropped  to  near   2erci  at   night.     The¥  were
three  Ïiic]re  !±ays  with  no  foQd  nc)r  shelter.     NearB  half
---`.{r`]-l  -t.Ía`r   iiöaíï.      oui-Russían  speaking  Americ:an   krie

being   tï`eated\I+lsl+J         J   `~`_`   -          _  _   _   _

treated   them,    the   Germans   held   by   the   Russíc!ns   wt3H   ut=H„    LL~.ÁL__
rnuch   würse.       Small    cQnsolation,    b-Lit   they   s3em.ecl   to   gst   a    "   of
satísfa€tiGri   out   of    this   k_nowleclge.       Abo`ít    f.üjo   hundred   men    died
her-e   fc!r   L¥at  Í.ng   iine,   clog.

Chfidw;ü.r.     and     l     were     strolling     arouïi.Ë     the     perimeter     one
after-noon,   whr±n  we  heard  a  vQlley-of   Ëhots   fr(jm  the  Nfjrth  Com_pi3iirid.
tjti{jkíng-that   wfw  wïe   c:]3uld   see   one`  man   hancjíng.  cin   the   ínsii3e   fence,
anothËr   Í;r`tjinpkRï   f ígure   Qn   tll.e   groi`i:id+      We   heard   later   that    two
Pcjle3   h8€l   kt   ths   pre£sure.   get,   the   best   Qf   theïi\í    5G   haá   c,Ömmítted
s`iiii=i{ie   by    i=.haï`ging    the    wíre    in   da¥lig}-it.        The   g-oQn    guartls    häd
har!pily   c`b]  igecl   b¥   ii.it.-jwíng   thëm   rlp.m   with   thei-r   -i'nï3i,=hine.-güris.

0Ïir   rjut.r:irii.s,   ïÁfere   foï-th.ë   mc}st   paiï.,   eithër   -míË;f íts   t?r   crípïples
!L-hLat   m-mm   }m   -liseíit  `3`t   the.   frc!ntË€.      Thë¥  w€ï-e  ver¥   üÏL£!-.L-Ëï5íc?tablË,
m    "    Sja:5    wisë    t.o    ag]L=;`L-!rr`f3   the¥    wËÏ-e   ali    a`    littl€!    ingail4L3   arïd    -nëver
c`-+:;\.7ïïir7~e     t`,h£`?.'íb          Ocrjasictncäll¥-{jne     h't`á-iiu     i-.}-ï=i     berï`ër:'£     ar"ä     Ë;`Ëirä`./-     +.:nte
ï:.{=üï`ítnijüíil.±  t^Ti th    |eaf±.       gJü`|i,\.e   :èf~ríëgiH=;Íi   ïü`Tere    sl ightl`j7   w;o-L`ï.rïded~   frcirr`l   the5e
l  it-tïe    í+'íir;`w-s    of    ?ií3gtilit-*     a!|+t.i    ïrias    a    gcjoí.3    reïï.í!ií=?er    !`=`f.    ïÏï,rhat     t;Ïff_f
mr€   !=aii.3Ljle   rjf   {=,Ïjírï¥.      Aftt3¥   `=mÈ   of    the5e   f its   c]f   €``r.íÏí£rí    we    fc!un£=1
+:hrï.    fhe   gi~ia.ï.d   rË`ËË,tjni,:ible   Fi.íiïd   ju§t   reí=ejv'-=.iï   wo-ï`Ïd   thg`t   his   fï".iB
í,y-`-#      W;LrH:.t`'i.       L*.it        in       3`.^ï      _ä,jl`,Ë±-:`il`=é+.L       tH]ïl`.bíï"      Ta`íi*.              we       €:5C>üií±        thË3Ï1
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undeÈ`stancl   -wihy   the.€e    incidënts   did   happen,    because   soiï`e   í`3f   üF_:   díd
have   a   slig'nt   feelíïi£j   c`f   guilt.      Bijt   as   t:ne   Russian   said.,    aní_a+   the
Freric=-n   before   hím,    "cest    le   gue¥re",    or   "It    is   the   War."

The   lnternatii:.jrüf±].   YMCÄ   gËnt    in   a   suppl`y.   Üf   lc}g  bcH3ks   that   t:ould
be   güsgd    .as    dig€ríes    [3r    whatever.        There    werË   many    ver¥    ta!.ented
pe{=iple   in   t.ïie   c:cjmïfiGund.      One   had   been   a   Walt   Disney  artiË:t.       There
were  m[aï.itLïï   gc.iod  pc)eL5   arid.   £everal   could  write   shrjrt   s+Lt3riËs.     We  had
a   weskl¥    newsparjër    !=orie    c;cjp¥],    t'nat    even   had    a   cDmii=    strip.        I
wrot.73   a   s+iLirt   stt=iryí    "A   Day   ín   the  Lífe  of   a  Kriegie."     My  book   was
£illed   with   L#i€i.t-.Lii`!3s   drawn   by   kríegie   artists,    poems   and   stoï-ies.
The   Disney   artíst    drew   cartoons    of   Donald   Duck    as   a   krieg-ie    in
vari{-jus  comii.ial   sítuatíons.     I  also  had  a  great   idea„   if  only   1  had
brought   ít   home.      Every  man   there  had   a   "There   I   Was"   stor¥  about
hc}w   he   was    s'not    drjwn.       Some,   of    these   were   realy   c>utstanding.   and
un.usual.        One    1    regall    was    Gf    a    kriegie   who    afteï-Qpening   hís
c;hute,    started   s].ipping   oüt   of   the   harness.      He   had   neglec;ted   to
fagten   all   the   straps   and  dídn't   realize  what   was   happening  uritil
he    was    ±`iang`ing    upsicJe    dawn    with    onl-y    one    foot     tari.gled     in     the
harness.       I   ha;,~1   thís    gtc3r¥   in   his   ciwn   handwriting   in   my   log   bocHk
along   i.`üitri.   m.3n-y   athe,rs.        l'lí    rewrite   the    few   that    1   cari    stíll
recal 1.

Colcmel    MCNíc;kle    from    So-iiLth   Dakota.,    was    a   P-47   pilot     fl¥ing
escrjrt   for   bombers.      His   unit   engaged   some   Luftwaffe   f ighters   and
Colonel    Mac's   plane   was   badl¥   damaged.       He   went    into   a   spín   ar:.`d
blacked  out  at  abctut   eighteen  thQusand  feet.     He  awcke  several   da¥s
later   in   a   German   riospita`l   wíth   ne.arly  all    the   bones    iri  hís   body
brL|:K.pen.      He   and   his   plane   was   dug   out   of   abciut   twent¥   feet   of   mud
in  a   di-aíned   ].ake   bed.     He   later   cí,]uldn't   turn   his   head  and  walked
wíth   a   crc3i=.ked   shuff ie,.    'cii.-it   was   sc!und   otherwise.

Thig  kriei.3-íe's  plane  wa_s   shot  üp  badl¥,   and   they  were   trying  to
reach    Swit¥jerléirid    fcjr    a    belly    l8.ndíng.        Realizíng    they   weren't
grjíng   tr3   make   i+„    t.he   pilot.   ordered   t.o   bail   out.      Thëy   were   ab€3ve
thg    Älps    mountairis    wítrTá     only     snow    covered    peaks    beli3w,          Hís
paracihut€±   ÍL]tidn'+,   c}pen   arír±   down   he   went   toward   the   mountain.   peaks.
He   felt   himËelf   Fút,,    then   a   mad   slide   down   the   moüntain   síde   in
{Èbcjut    twenty     fegt    of     sní-jiïü!.         tri'hen    he     finall¥    c3ame     to    rest     his
clfjthës   were   ne,a`rly   tQrn   off   but   with   not   a   broken   bt3ne+

Anc}thgï:   sto-r¥   £imilar   tc!   this  onË,   w-as   a   fl¥er  Sn   the   lo-w   lët7el
Pl{Jëgti   raíd.       He   waí3   blc)wri   í]ut   of   his   plane   wb.en    ít   exploded    in
mii-1-air.,   then   he  drcive,   intcj  a   hay  §tack.      C:rawlíng   c!n   out   he   fí3uïid
his   c:lothing   shredd~eiï   a`Lrid   badly   skírined   up,   but   Stherwise   oka¥.

Ä   pilc}+.    tc>lcl   {jf    h:is    narr.c;iÁJ   esc;ape    frc`m   hís    bid3.`i-iiii.g.    8`ircraft.
_A_fter   thë  {=rew  had  all   bailed  ciüt   he  was   forced   t.,è3   g-o  out   t`n£   small
wiïiilc}w   c=m`    t'árie    siclËa         lt    wasn't     laï-ga    enou.gh    tc!    s,que`eze    thri3ügh
'v`ï£a-.Í_-irü.ï    hiL=    p€~ïÏ-aí=ïhut.e.         Ijeaving    hís    chut'@     in     the    ,f=teat,     he    wËnt

th3.r.Liücjii   t}ir±   ïw-ínclf.tw,.    -£`eac+}`ed   insíd+3   for  hís   pa.rat=hute   and.  maLnaged   to
straLp    it    -w-íL-ii.1.Ë    st€±.Ïi§_ing   t3n    the   wing.

Ä   P-ü38    fig!iáter    pilrjt.   harí    this   Gne    tci   tel.l..       He   was    iï`.   a    í±og-
f íght     't^j-i+=ïi     a.n     ME-110      an;±      thëy     ran     :nËad-c`ri      irit{=2     8ac;h      cjther.
.Mí rai-=ti.+ilí=ï3j,5j.t7,    the   Äïiie?_|i3`3._n   pilr!t,   iüíj-asn'  t    injü.ï.Ëd,    btit   the   twci   pläries
we-fËÈ     t].:+ï-ií^-:.`!+=d     i+.Ë5     Ënt:l.     Í=l.=:.'r.`jï3=;ín.g     dcjwn     ag      i3n£.          _Ä_fter      faliirig     aboij.t.
t3,vÏ€rit  =€T     tï`i{.-mf::*ï.:'-*i.     feFL3t,     he_    manLa`Ë.€_xi`     tLcj     fr-ee    hímgëi  f     frc!=Tl    t;S~1.ë    ``rï-€f,.]f.ag-e
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a.ni_.`3_    {`:3rjen£cl    r!iL=5     i=:rtute+          His     German    aücl.ienc:ë    quic:kl¥    c;a-f+tu`red     hjm
uï`ic)n    landing.

I   got   thís  c`,nË!   fí-cjm  a  8-24   f l¥er   frcm  the   gth  Äj.rforc.€   ba.set`i   in
ltal¥.      H€s   was   bfjmE3ing  a   ta`?.-g-Ët.    Ín   Ëudape,st,   Hunga`ry.      After   he   ïi7as
E::nc3t   Í,3Íjwn   ,aiicl   capt.ürei:1   by   the   to-wnspeciple,   he  was   hung   frQm  a   light
pole   with   his   parachute   c:oï`ds   wrappe€3   around   his   neck   and   upper
body.      The   {`,:ords   were   knc>ttei3   in   suc'ri  a  way   that   he   €=ould   hold  mrjst
:.=ïf   his   weight  with   his  aïln£,   so  i`eiieved   the  pressure   on  hís   neck.
He   played   clea{~1   fo±-a_n   'ric}ur   oï`    twc>   befc>re   he   was   £:ut   dciwn   and    lef t
lying   j.n   the   streËt.      Äft€';r   dark   he   managsd   to   untie   himself   but
was  proïï`ptly  t=aptured  b¥  a  GË}Ï`man  Ärmy  patrol .     He  was  very  glad   it
was  Army   instead  üf   c:ivilians   that   had  reGaptured   him.     We  read   of
this   i-aid   and   seen   pic}tures   of    it    in   the   German   newspape,r,    the,
"Joikischer   Beobac;hter"f    that   was   delivered   to   the   c:amp   each   da¥.
Nearly   all    üf   the   "Luftrjangsters"   c!aught    in   the   city   that   day   by
the  {:iviiians   were  Ïiung,   but,  he   líved  tcj   tell   about   it.     There   was
a  big  spread  of  pictures   in   the  paper,.   showing  these  f l¥ers  hangíng
from    iight-poles,,     trees,    buildings    and    anyt.ning    that    was    high
ënotigh   and   wc)uld   support   a   human   bod¥.

When   on    our   eva€uation   m.arch    1    threw    this    log   book   away    to
lighten  m¥   lcjad   and  will    forever   regret    this   act.      At    the   time   l
thc]|1,ght   it   a   neces§ity.

My  good   friend  Chadwi{=k   slept   in   the  bunk   below  me   and  1   w'c}uld
always  get   a   laugh  whenever  1   had   to  awakeri   him  for  Apeil.   In     the
wínter   time  he   was   coÍ-itinually   si=roünging   rags..   old  new-spapers   an{j.
anything   he   c.culd   pile   Ön   his   bi,.irik   that   might   help   keep   him  warm.
Hís  bunk   resembled  a  rat's   riest   and  when   1   wo-iild  awakep.     him.í    fír-st.
t±i.ere   wt-juld   be   a   E3tirríng   i=,f   the   heap   of   rags,    then   a   shaven   baid
?-iead  wc}uld   appe.ar   frc5m   the,  heap,    fc]llowed  b¥   a  pair   üf   bead¥   blä`€k
¥¥es   a`nd.   ä   c:r}í`.irse   black  b£`arrj,      He'd   blink   his   eyesf    lick   his    lips
ar!.d      Sh8.ke      hig      heaii      like      a      cj-iant      ïï`ïole      just      emergíng      from
li i b e ï- n a. t í o n .

Tlie    two   Ëï-§atz   wc}Sl    blankets    thë   Germans    issued   us   were    not
;~ii,i~ff icient    to    keep    us    warm    in    the    wínter,     so    mcïst    üf    ~üg    would
g-ather    newspapers,     shred    them,     then    piac;.e     the     shredded    paper
between    the    t.wo    blariketg   aild    quilt    them    tcjgether.        T`fiis    madË!    a
noisy    but    very   warm   quílt.        Chadw-ick    just    nëver    gi.-jt    around    tci
puttirig  hi§   together.

We   ha`Í=.i   ä   contínucius   briäge   tournament   running   in   the   i:amp.      I
forget    what     it   was    c:ailed   but     it   was    a    iadder    type   cïf    thing.
Players  wci`jid  advanc:e  up   the   ladt:ler  with  each  win  and  Liípon  rëaching
the  top,   would   stay   there   untíl   í-IefeatËd   whích  Ïw-{3uid   cause   t'nem   to
returp.    t{3    the   bottc3m.         !`r:hadwic:k   anLl^    Bill    Roberts    held    this    top
±'`toï5iti!Jn   ab€iut    as    l!=`n~g-as    ari¥    team    in    t+ie    c:a_mpa        The,¥   wLirked    out
tËrif?,Ír   i:Í!üïn   bïíjdirig   Ëi¥stem,    iristï3afl   of   usirig   t,he   €ustï>rii.a_r¥   Culbers{=in
9`ní`i    Bla{=kË;ti:3riá3     mettiodi=.          Ä!.'.ïct'.-jrdirT.g     trj      thë     rule£{      {jf      tcïuï`nam,!3rit
?r!injïj{`:!-Ë    thí£ï;    ït`7a.s     lËgal  í.     b`ijt     thë¥    riiuL=t     explain     t'rie     L=¥St`ëm.    to     thi=Lii`Tt.
'=fjLiiJn€3rit-g      b€fcire      pLE3-y-      st.-3rted.             I      thírí3f.      that.      after      th€ir
ë=>€plë.;`Í-i``3t-ii=.in    i=?f     the     Li¥:3t.€-3i-.rif     thë    ï=jii¥ïttrierits     :Ïüsri3   ff!ore    {=onfü.seií     than
c3ve,r  +       .füïrË.¥W.3`¥    t:ilÁei,J   ïr,tjrëire   e.xË3È,3.-í-+,    Ltil&¥ërs    and_    t+ie':f    tau8-ht    -±`£1e    t'ïï=j   t3-alne.

S{|Ïr!43Jt  í3Ti!Í    i`í;     19Ë3  r     a    i;Írï=i-üij    f3f    ff=3i.ir`t3ën    =`ie:,Ü-k:i`ií-3.3-ícf5s    ÏziïërLÏ    Írjr`=`Ïsg:rïÁt,

ï`i`r+t     t.ti;5     ':{a!í`ï_i.     T#ÍÏ3L:     ë     i-=``Ï!=Íï-.±r     +í{-i±`±.'    h==i5j[     tc>     tel  'i   `          T:íii,=¥    }ÏT±i`ï    kjËËn     S£`ï-it


