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ThL-,>   iiilLThwa~y   ra_.{-i    £cjuth€aÈt    fc3i~    twenty   milës    t`-|    the    f i=st    ti'j`.4.7ÏL
H£re,   t`J,+3S    a`   railroad   dívisi"   yard   wiï.h   the   main   line   rümiíng-c=!.ie
i,vest.       The   Brítísh   `w-rjult.i    leave   -us   herë   and   bcjard+   a    traín    to    the
west.        We   wc}t3jd    truclge   ort    for    frjur    da~ps    to    Sr.:L`embe-ft.L    wh£re    #
w€=]uk=;.    fina]`l¥   bc`ard   a2`    train    `?Llgo.

After   wa]king    for   tr-ïn    h€iur,    w€?+    wëï-e   all`3w-ed    to    stc!p    f{3r    abc}i~it
ten   minïite±`„        Thi.c3    was    lLlng-eï-iough.        r_iür    cliithË5s    werg   da-iïip    fr"fi
sweat   and   my   s'n^c`es   `|jere   ±ifjakíng   w-et    frcjm   walking   thi`c5ugh   t'fie   sríow
that   hacl   tiiíïied   +_L`   Lqlush.      Ë~fter   tËn   minutes   of    la¥ing   on   thÈ   c:`3ld
grúund,   we  !¥Üí?uff   stärt   {=hilling.,    and  our   Ë;haes   would   free=e   stiff .
mt"   abc!ut   dayiíght    the   horËes   pulling   tïie   bread   wagons   pla¥ed
`=iutí    go   as    wë   passecl    them    each   kriegie    was    given   ci    loaf    {3f    the
brc"ri   German   breaä    to   adí]    to   his   pack.       This   wc}u].d   be   our    c`nly
ratii3rT.  c>f   bre!ad.      Thë   artílläry   f írs   frí3m   the  east   co-ülË]è  no   lc}ngër
be   he.ärcl,    so   Ïw-e   guessed    cÏí3rrËc;4tly   th_at    t+#   P`u5sians   had    stï3pped`t`neír   advanc;e,   ancl   -we   would   riot   be   liberated   írrmediatël¥.

The  o¥der   Qf  itiarc+t  häd   falien  íäpart   and  we   just   shuff le,d   along
at   wi.11.      I   dj.sc:civgred   that   Lw  wajking   faïjt   for   awhile,   I   woulcl   be
fi_ear   the   heíïdí   c>f    the   i=€=`luiïm    then   l'd   ÚslGw   d.own   tcj   a   snaíls   pace,
allrjwing  t.he  `ic..i_ümn   t=j  pass   b¥  and   1   crju"  get   a   littk  rest,   -L'intil
l   was   at   the   reaï-agäin.      M¥   ba`=k   was   ac;híng-so   bad   that   on   break
pe}.-í€.idsr    H   just   lay   f lat   c}n   the   ground.   C)nce   l   bec;ame   frozen   to
the  g.rc)und  and  had  to  havË  help   to  get.  up.     Sc}meïime  duï`iEi  tl"   cla¥
we     lig-htened    Qur    pac;ks    by    i-±iscardíng    any     items     thät    ïÁrerB    not
{3sseíitíal.   Mainly   ari.yt'rAíng   thr3t   `Áfe   crjuldrH   eat   Gr   wear.       I   th.íri:K
f,hat   wag   whe.n   I   Ílíí=pLised   `3f   my   log   bf3ok.

=omËt..íme    that     first    d.a¥    `üje   acquiï-eiï    som[e   addití€3ï-íal    giiards.
Abi"r,   twerjy  yoi`.ng   S8  Tï-oorjs   and  Hítler  ¥-üg-en   g-radïiates  m{3unted   '3n
motí3-ï`{=¥€ilF]s.      The¥   wc>u"   roar   up   and   down   the   c=Íjlümn   shoütíng   and
['jccaï.f;i{JÏÏ{ql¥   a   f3hcit   wctiild  be  hea`rcl..      Once,   while   takirig  a  break,   we
E-iearí`ï    s£verai    vc>lle¥s    of     shGtä    and    found    f3ut     later    tliat     fLlur
1€.riei.Ïies   had   bse.Ëi   shat   while   tr¥i!ig   to   ës€a.pe.      I   díd   Qbserve   ï3ne
Í:cild   blcü-jded   mut`cler   myself   t.hough.       I   was   pla¥ing   m.¥   gaiïse   t3f    juE;t
m{ipiï®   aionfj-un+.H     1    waL5     ín    thë    rear    end   i=jf    the    Gf3i-iim    and    was
t,re£~äted   i-,a   aït  un`L3.sÏ`ïal   sicjh.t.`.      The   little   rjld   guard   had  weak{3ïd   to
thë   pc2Ínt    tïiat    twi3   kriegíes    w£re   h{3ldíng   him   up   aní    prai3tiGall¥
€:ar-r¥irig   híin.       AnGt.ner   *_riegíe    cari-ied   his   pac;k   a3i.d   anc,ther    was
dfagcjing   his   ríf le   alcjng   ín    the   sno'w-.       Therë    ís   goir?íg.   to   be    sc.rrie
trt}uble    here    1    t.ht_-jught    a{ä    the¥    passed    by   me.        SLi.re    enough,     it
wag.nï   lorig   until   two   8S   troíjpers   rciared   up   on   their   motercyi=les
íän`3   Èiü].led   this   gtrange   pï`c5c:esgion   cut   fjf   the    iine.       Jerking   the
Ï`if k  !3üt   Qf   the  hands  of   the  kriegie  the  SS  beat  him  ts   the  ground
with   the   rífle   butt.       The   !=it:n.er   SS    trooper   k.nQc=ked   the   cüd   guard
dciwri   and   pullíng   hís   F;istcïlf   he   smptied   ít    in   t..he   oH   manE   bGd¥L
Back   t'`-m    their   bi:xes,     they   rüared   Qn   dowpï    the   t=c!1umn   wíthout    evëË`i
j ciok i rii]-   'oac+. .

Th€.  w-it-íd  and   sm-w  t=í.=jntLn.ued   throüg-h.jüt   tïi.e   da¥,   `änd   late   iïi   t-!i£
`='f tË5ïïlc!{1rl   we   were   f inall¥    1ïälted.       We   Tftlëre    irl   a    small    tc3Ïflm.    ab:3l*
ttvïËrijry   miles    frnin   wíhër.?,   Ïftïe   haf:1.    gta¥`ted`       A   £e.w   `jf    tTf`ï!±.    :`i+it-,'kie-á-`3iï+=Lï
í.Ül~-íjïï    t-.!arúr!I=     ±{-€1     C:Í'`íjwï±     iï.1to     ti3t}t     mü6t     `r|,3ii     tcL}     ia¥     li`=l~Ü`,'l.1      íl-t     T.;'-``e     5n±?w     tíJ

=r`t`3:3j_    `±i`ii.=]i    Ë.ie,£`ÏpA        iviF    gíïji.t-;!   ïv`j-#     iÈ-i    aj    b,3-f'íi    ïv+ï?`i    a    laï-JÏ`e    Piirj    Lif     't=`]=lë-+`
';i`  r.-f=``,¥r    iHi_     cm    -=ii_í-3.          T_     =`íin.`]     í?i  i.EÍ:t=,r{-i    S:£eiiGr=-r     fr.ji-fi   £ïTjr'     ri:ic3ff.    q_'!?ï`±     ,2`31`t     `::3f
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teaiiie-{=3á   uLi ....?,í=i   af tL`=:r   stakiríË!.   tjür   c;.1^aim   tQ   part`   of    the   straw   stai.Jk   we
íjrëi5c:Ërei±   ti3   build.   a    f ire   am3   have   sc)rrie   warm   fc}c>d   and.   c;||ffee.      This
is   ï,ïïhere   rjur    líttle   t~Të.-wrish   ï`cj[]m-matef    lrvírig   .F-[`edri!=k   Ba-üm,    tried
tc-!   Í3`ttac;h   :'-iimself    tt,=t   us   iï`s   hi;^3   prfjtë€t.tjrs.       He   haij    thrciwn      ever`y-
thiï-ig   a`wa¥   e¥.c;eÈ`Ít   t?rie   `blaï`iket   that   h.e  wc}re   over   hís   shc3ulde.rs.      The
Red  CÍ`cjss   par{=el,    the   f[3cHÍ   frc3m   {3ur   room   a.nd   even   the   loaf   of   goon
br€`!arJ,   because  he   said,    it   Tw'as   tcjo  heavy   to  c:arry.     When  we   refused
tf:j    i3-ive    him    any     of    iiur     foodi,     he    bec;amË3    highly     indignant     and
thor-Qughly    expected    us    tQ    share    Qur    food   with    him.        I    had    to
thï-Ë3aten    to    turn   him   civer    to    the    SS    to    shut    him    up.       Bef{3re    we
f inisheíí   eating,   he  had   started   t®   cry,   so  as  muc:h   as  we  disliked
tjim.   at.   thís   time,   we   díd   share   c)ur   meal   with   him.      I   don't,   recall
even   a   thank   y{ju   out   of   him.      We  made   it   cleaï`   that   this   was   only
a   one   tíme   deal   and   if   he   had   anyp.iore   to   eat,   he'd   have   t{3   get   it
from   sGmeone   else.

Äf ter  eating,   we   burrow-ed  intr3   the  straw   stack  for  a  good  warm
nights   sleep.     This   wasn't   tü   be  thQugh+     After   about  an   hour,    the
baï-ley   bëar{.-1s   had   worked   through   my   clothíng   and   was   ítching   like
mad.      I   was   so   exhausted   though   that   1    just   gritted   my   teeth   and
would   sleep   a   little,    then   scratch  a   little,   etc.    throughout   the
n i gh t .

The  sun   came  up   the  next   morning  bright   and  clear   with  nQ   wind
f3r   gnow,   but   still   very  cc!1d.      Spencer   and   1   made   some  coffee,   and
I-iad  a   snack   frf=m  oij`r   fQod   L=upply.      Baum  had   wandered  off   in   search
of   saineone   who  would   feed  him,   so  we   talked  t_.he   situation  over   and
díïí.`,irJ.€:d   tc!   1et   hím   suffer-for   c>në   day,    then   we   woüld   have   to   feed
hím   tci   keep   him   frcjm   starving..       He   returned   after   awhile    cryíng-
that   no   {Jn€  wc>uld   give  h.imi  an¥thing  to   eat.      We   relented  again   and
fecF.   hiiï!   a`   1ittle.    That   i.iay   while   talking   to   Bill   Roberts,    I   fc)und
tha`t   Ïie   had    told   Bill    t.hat    sc>mecjne   had   stolen   his    fc!rjd,    so   Bill
gave   him  a   gt3od   feed   that   mc)rr.ing.      Baum  had   delíberately   lied   to
us.       Thfdt   d`!:]es    it.,    we   decid3d,   no   more   food   or   even   conversatiLin
with   him.      No   telling   how   Ïïian¥   peGrjie   he'd   iied   to,   and   prGbably
had   !Ï\cïre    tc2   eat    than    any   {3f    hi,5    benefactors,    withoüt    having    to
carry  anythirig.

The    sec:oncl    da+±+    cin    thË    trail    was    rather    uneventful.         Just
shuff le    along,    w(3r-ideríng   where   and   when     it    wouid    all    end.        We
started  over-taking  c;aravans  of  German  civiliansf   Ë;ome  camped  along
síde   the   r[jad.       T:r`agy   were   people   from   East§rn   Germany   that    were
fleeing  from  the   Ë,u.ssian  advanc:e+      It   was   really   a   touc:hing   sight.
Only   veï-y   ®ld   pecjple   and   littie   children,    wíth   their    belöngings
pi.1ed    f=!n    c3ld    wag`ons    pullecTi    b`.f     skínn¥    old    horses    or    oxen.     Many
wag.r3ns   weï``e   sËen   wíth   a.   ht3rse   and   an   oxen   hitched   together.      They
a.1.l   lc]€]ked   cïoJ,d  and  himgr¥,   so   being.  big  heart£d  Amëric;ans,   we   S+ave
them   frj{3d    from   our   meager    süf,+ply.       Better    tc,`    sh.arË±    ít   with    them
thaïi    a    i`at.     like     Bau-m,         1'11     never     fï=ÏrgËt     t?ie     lc3rjk    Gf     iciv     art^d
g-'ï`a.titLt[ie   t.hat   1   g`í3t    fï`c!rn   a    little`   big-e¥ed   girl,    when   1   ga\Je   hër
=£.    Ë3ilïi-=`'e    cJf    '=!hc}í=c}LEd,e    :í:3aíz`,     ar}4d    ËËhe    pGpped    it     ínt.o    her    mc!ut.:ri.

A.?.l   §=la¥   lQÍ~ig   ïd`ë   tï-udi3-e:l    along.       Darkness   í=È'v'ërtc>c!k   u§   and   still
Ïfjë    mui3he!3   {]ín„        IÏ+    re.qüire!=3.    mcíre    ef fï3rt     tc}    rise    tii    c:!-i.,~ir    feet    eac;h
rrjiï\Ï.3   afte.r   ,=i   re€--_;t    's?rgaí€,       T'ri.e   ¥i.ita,t`d.s    started   të,lling-us,    "Zt*ïei    mer
TËi.T.{=`i`;TiËLtër"  ,    rf!.€~3£ïiiij-ii=,?    t.wft   ffii3-t.-e    kilt.=!meter     t,i]    g€3.         Ä    Ë;!`í`3t    w-aË§    :riëarfí    ncr*-i
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tr?-rid    t..hën+        Tt    was    ï.¥-ie    SS    üisrjL|:sínt.Ï   iJf    someGne   whci    :niad    failen    and
w£uimrU   ciï-c;ouldni   arí5e9     Äbi=!üt  ï{`3dnight  we   f ina"  i`ea€hëd   f.ür
ïË.gtinfïtíon.       It   wais   a   sm.aH    village   iTiuch   the   same   &s    the   níght
ï:`jp+forë.   wíthrlut    enoüL]h   büiidings   fc:.r   ever¥Qne    to   f ir83    shältërr    so
many   w€r±   f{|ï-rjei3   to   g.1,3ep   ori   the   =oid   grc!uriä.       l   'ji*Ïas    hl"   enciugh.
t3   g-et    int¢új   ar,   aft   barn   wherg   ïjjë   w{3re   s{3   c;`rowde.d   we   c:oulí3nï   turn
`'`.ive.i-.        Thig    crrj'w'd£jd    cfr_..r[äíti`iïi    kept    us    warm.    thoug+i,    and    1    slept
'w-ithout   iíïoving   untii   claylight,    wEien   we   were   rousted   oíLtt.       We   hit
t`rie   rc3ad   almost   i}ïmiedíately   wíth¢]ut   enougï`i   tíme   to   make   f ires   fcff
í;i}ffee.   I   slipped  Gver   to  a.il  om  civilian  and  asked   fc}ï-same  water,
wïiii?h  Fie  gave  iï\e  and   also  a  bíg  red  apple.      "God  Bless  ¥ouL   1   t.oH
hím.       It   was   his   way   cïÉ   showíng   hïs   feelingL=   tc`wart5   us   l   g.ues8.

It    [-:Laï-tëd    sni3wíng    again    that    day,     and    we    traveíed    Gn    an
•3utobahn     running     east     and     west      fc>r     aw-hile.           There     w`a£     one
c:c>i-itinu(3us   str€;am   Öf   refugees    t,ravelínËÏ-much   the   samë   as   us.    Most
cjf ïht3.m   trüdg3ng   along   c7n   foot.      There   was   also   a   lot   of   militari7
t-raff ic?  aH   headed  east.     Whei-iever  a   c.onvo¥  of   trooË#  .appearedf   we
and   the    rËfugee5   ha.3    to    le.ap    of f    the   híghwa-y   a-f.td    giv3   t-nem    t.iie
right~of-way.        It    was    a    reli§f    when   we    f iii.alFy    left    this    büs¥
higbwa¥   and   moved   onto   an   rjid   road    gc}íng    soüth.       ShcjrtB   after
}_eavírig  this  autcïbahn,   I  was   in   ths   front   ra.nks   of   the  column,   when
'*e   rc>unÉ!.e,d   a    bend    in    the    rt3ad   and    entered   a   village.       SQme    '3H
woiï"   o}i    tlm   r€]ad    i!3oked   ui.    to    see    us    and    took   of f    shotjting,"Ëuskiefj.,   RuskíesL   0thers   popped  out  of   hrjuses  and  followecl   after
them`  alsfj   shc2uting  and  wavíng  theír   ai-ms.      I   think   that  withín   two
í-iiínutss   the  entirë,  village.  had  va€ated  and  were   in  the  next  c3ount¥r
Ïjtíll   rtinning   from  what   the¥   thought   was   the   Rüssían  Ärmy.

Bauin  agaín   attached  himseif   to  Spencer   and  I,    so  we   gave  him.  a
few  crumbs   tQ   keep   :riim   from  crying,   as   'üe   still   had   a   "   of   foc}d.
left,   and   ít   was   getti-f.g  heavier   aH   the   time.      Änother   bliE=ard
c:ame   up    that   dayf    arid   b¥   noon   we   were   completeB    e;€hausted.       I
thí}ik   H   was   the   cmH  that   weakened  -iis   rather  than   the  exerticin   of
walking,      Those   that   had   exercised.   faithfull¥   bac=k   ín   Stalag   Luft
lm   were    ín   gcM3d   shape,   i`slativ€!l¥   speakjng.      M¥   bac`K   was   she.er
tortiire   and   üne   :F.net3r   startet±ï   f l¥ing   üut   of    joint   fiïr   sc>rr`e   unk!i{.`^jn
rËiafjc`in.        Ä"    two    big   'blisters    ha¢i    d`ëvelope€3    t3n    m.¥    heels,     go
ïie,[3dle£s    to   säy,    I    was    ir+   a    fotiii    ii`.or*3_.       Äboüt    the   míddle   cïf    th.e-
r}Lfte,rËiocin!    Iï-`/ín£ï   decide!=i+    to   give   uÈi.       Cür   b-reak   periot`1s   ha€3   be`3ri
|:iit    Lri   half .,     gm   now   we    stctrjpeia   t.r+    regt    every   twil    hc>urs.       ÄftË'f
t3iese   bre.aks,    Sp.3ncer   and   l   woülïi   have   to    lift   Baum   to   his    feet,
3`ncl   1íter`p"   ca`L-r¥  hím  t`mtíl   he  wi-„Í"   start   to  waHL      1   thínk  mtjr
t-:ursi"   híff`   dri  `m[jre    than   a.n~`ï7thing   elsë   tro   get   hiiti   jump   starteä.
r:hii=.   wa€:ni    eag"    as   Hi.y   mciu+,tfi   was    i-a-w   an.d   m¥    tongue   vJas    swctiïeri

irQïn   fj:atíng-    Ënf_`w.         S{-jme    prisorie`£--s    werë    shc*     tha.t    da¥    b¥    tti.e    SS
ë+n,f`-jQT-t+,    Í?s    we   h.a!_5    ab{3ut    ~reached    tFie    lin`it    Qf    QÜ.r    eriäuranc!e.        [Ihe
f,+:uT\.`Ll  ,.a-r    ctiant     fT.-om    tï!e     few     {jiiaï`d`3     tlizat.     t^gr`3-re     gtill     '+|vïitÈ-i     L-i5     i3f  ,
"Zweí   iï`í=r   kíliiii_i€3ter"  ,    StartÈd   up   T=:gair.   aïï]{ji;.t   stii~d[jwn,    and   Ë;till    i_#
'f.ëpt   fíif}v5níj.      Srúiïtëtiiïi±   ari:.-`jr.il   íiï,c?ïni{;Ïiit  we   aí=`prciac:hei5   a   f<-iirlï   lariËe

ti=>wn.        ÏÍË`    g]l-ij=LiïH3d    z_ät    a     laï-gë    c=`=jiii¥iä=-ii:iïi_Ï5.   with    a    st.one    waH     a-rmin!3.    it
t?ilt    tiïrnp3{3    i3üt    *    ïr:i€3   ë^È    htïg`e    glaLc3s    Éíict,3r¥.        I    dciri'  .:   kn{-}w~   tio`i   rïiän`Lï
L,j-i.~:.+cJ   í_`.-irnace;3    tt!€i-F.   üf£re.,    bit    Fä`L:h   t,ïas   tic"_s±{i    íri   a    13`r;3£   bijiidíïlL]Ï
+,tFi th   g-tnpT    c;Ï=irtip`aArtrT+'ÉÏÄts-á   i3=`   +L-f=H-=rr`s   aï    =?ïircuírid.    t:Híe   f`.itrn,3[#    í =g€lf  .       ï,#Ë



82-L^ïer€  pai=ked   int€~i   these   smaH    spaces   like   sardínes,   b`H   "  was   ií^ïarm
and   we   iiïmecliatst`y'   feH    tQ   the   f loQÏ    in   a   heap   and   -went   tQ   sleep.
Af ter   cï    few   hcFLirs    Üf   sleËp    l   awoke   almo.E.t   smc}thëring.       My    tongue
was     gwrjlïË3n     out     ctf     my    mouth,.     and     1     feH     as     though     Ï     wo-üH
suffcj€ate..       I   üntangJëd   myself   from   the   mass   Gf   humanj.m   abQut   }Tie
and   !ïiade  nïy   way   to   an   3utside   doc>r.      Telliï"   the   guar!3   that   1   had
to   {3-o   tü   trie   toilet,    I   gtepped   QLH    intü   th`ta   cÍ]1d,    fresh   air   whi€h
inimëdiatí3l¥  st`faig`ht€rieá  t3ut   m-j  hF.iad.      Sc}c!n  others   5tarted   emerging
froifl   thf3    fi.irnac:es    iritü    the    yard   so    the    guards   withdrew    to    just
guariii?B   the   wH   aLround   the   factQr-y.       8p§nger   and   Baum   camë   c}ut
5hc>i-tlw   sQ   we   started   a   fire   and   haí3   a   good   feast.

The  w{3Í`cl   í5oon  came   ar{]und   that   we  would   stay   there   that   day   and
rest   as   we   were   onh   cine   day's   marc;h   from  our   dastina`tiori   whíc;h,
wouH   be    Spremb`erg`.       There   'we   woulcl   board   a   train    to   our    f inal
destínaticjn.         ÏïhÉï5`ra     +hfi+     ï`,,``,1i    L_

_..~ú_    y¥`_    "UUILá    ljLldlLi    a    train     to    our     finai
Whtisr`e    that   would   be,    no   one   knëiw   or   much   cared   at

We    fo-üncl    cti    that    thís    tc,wn    we   were    at    wag    nam.ed
y  Frení:h.  .Drísoners   i:ame   into   the  plant   that  morning   to
•but    the   9Uards   rar,   them   back   out.       T   ü7aQ    c:i++inft   h^--___     ..._    =UU..Ua    icm    LIle"   pacK   out.       i   was    sitting   near

c)rie  síi"   cjate  in   the  waH   just   basking  in  the  sun,   wh.ën  1  saw   fQur
Frerich   w[-jj':-.keí-s   aí-jprc}acïhing.        They   were    wearing    lQng   great    coats
that   near*   drug    the   gr{jund    and   could   easily    be   ï-e€ognízed    as
Frenc;th   Army   overcc3ats.      Äs   they   drew  nearer,    I   recc!gniEed   them  as
kriecji€s,   c3ne   cjf   them  E-ia+m.Ëd   ..Nethiemer"í    fr€3m`  Ca§per.      He  winked   at
m.e   as    they   passed   and   walkëd   by   the   guard   at    the   gate   with   no
cïi.allenge.      This   was   the   lagt   time   they  were   seen.      After   t,he   war
and   1   was   home    íri    1945,    Netheimer's    father    from   CaspËr,    came    tr3
Greyb"   to  see  me+     He  had  seen  my  name   in  the  paper  and  knew   that
1    was     in    the    same    camp    as    his    sGn,     and   maybe    Í=ouH    teH     him
scjmething  about   why  he   had  not   been   liberated.     I   toH  him  exactly
hc"  it   was,   and   aíided  my   own   speculatio}i.   abi3ïü   the   outcc`me  c3f   this
iiicident.      I   think   triat   scjmewheï`e   a`Iorig   their   road,    they   had   been
recïcH}ïi_iËed    by    s!=ime     '~-etï`eating.    and    bitter    German     soldíers,     and
3iiiïpB   shot.      They   wll'iïH   ni-;t   be   the   only  ones   shot,   as   about   fcjur
huiidrëd  {`"  nfjt   í3urvj.v-e   the   trip.     S{}me   two  hijndred   tha`t   elect£d   tG
sta¥   at   Muscc"  Èierjauï;e   the`ií-wëre   tc2cj   sic.k   cir   too   weaJ`k   to   c:ontinue,
werË   rie-v-£r    se£~n    `3gain.        The   citli.er    two    hiin=1.red   were    either    shc`t
aL-]rig   thí-3   wa¥   t3r   escaped   a.rid   sh€]t   later,   as   had  probabLy   happeried
to    N€.t.heim.ë'r.        T#Ëi    i..,jí=y-a    +.i*     Li_í     í_,

Sick   or   crippled
would   be   allowsd

tl+,Iis     PC5int.
Musá:`ow.       Man
gc)    to    Ï*Jcji-kf

_____      ~,4.`..  -       iLLLi=i   /       Clb      ÍIC±{±to   N€.theiïï!.ër.      T*   wër-Ë   told   that   those   that   were
arü5   c(:jï,"   ncït   gLintinue   walkinL]   th€a   naxt   morning,
tc7    Stay   hËÈï`e,    am±    1atË!r   wou|d    büarf3    a    +T`ain    +n    ~ __ _  __      --      'n  ^   L  -` ¥V`.-\J.`_,   u,„   ijt=ítí,    ctaïi{]   iatËr   would   board   a   trair[   to   go   on   to   Nurmberg.

Ëë€.`f3ït::=ë     of    mïJ     blísters,     back     and     c;razy    knee     1     seriously
c;cjns]L-?tp.reíí   staying.      To   me,    it   söund.ed   too   e.*   and   cc)mpassic]nate
when   t.he  8.5  0fficíer  g`ave  us   this   riews.     I   sus.Ëec:ted  a   tric;k  of   some
kiiF3.    scj   forced  iiiysfjif   tG   hit   the   rcjad.      We   heard   iater   that.    the
twQ  hündr€d  odd  krieg-ie,s   triat   s`tayed  were  ËxeGute,d  by   the  SS     a   few
days    la`ter.

jvïëïn¥    kriegiËffi     spent     the    day-    building    ±ileds    to    `=arr¥    their
bz.jlongir!gs  `"     It   didni  reqL~iire   a  very   iärí.jïe  sled   tS  i:arry  ma¥be
te'fi   mën*   sui.`p]iës   cjn,    sc   t'f}i.q   was   a   ver-y   g{-jod   idea.      Spenc'er   and
1   jcjinecl.   B.obertsí   €h.a!äwíc.k,   ËusseH   a}id  i3theï-s   ín  buildj.ng  one   that
iL,Vcirk€jc3á    Güt    rea.i     rïf{3oli.

'w'ä,   lt±.ft    bri`Ïht   ËLni'1   earl-í'   trle   nÉ3xt   Ë3y   g`nd   ,ärriv€.íj   in   Sprënl:hjËrg
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intG   ,ïïi    iargë
Ths    f ëw    g-Q{=-irá

arniy    h,!ase    ari{it    -g`J£re.     J.tjí;.ït3{j     .lLllL\.f     82Ut!.U     .,.,. jr.j      _
soldit-    ïieï-e   worë    thf?    gi`eën    ïwTehrmac',ht     [gro-Liïld    g,=iï`¥L     unifíjïnm.
MaË"   `*í2,#    just    kiLls.    and    í:iïi3    in    pa.-ï-tigular    f.    i-emëmÈer   weil.        =i8
1,3Íjked    tS    be    abc!ut    ï=Ïixteeï-i,    bijt    ha.d    to    bë    Í£3lde.r    as    '!`ïe   wt3re    t,he
Af .f ikë~ï   Cc"`s   ¥rjadgcq   ï*`ïïm-ri   sic_?naf ide    Ï.-|at   hÉÏ,   h.ad    f,3üjht    iïi.   Af""
iind[=`r   Fien   M`z-irshaH   Rrj!"ïtel   at    li3jast    t.-wc   ¥ears   agG.      He   must   hav3
be{=`r.   8   ï3L#tx  iï`íarkete.ei-r    as   he   :51ípped   ínto   !+Ïïï'   barrac;k£i   wifn   ari   ari`n
F?acl.   í]f   bre,ad    to   trad£   for   Í=ígarett€s.      +M.y   grciúp   pícked   up   a    fe'w
lt3a`,reg    frQ}n   him   and   we   went    to   5leep   ï^Jith   fí`iH   belliËS.

The   fijllc2wín.g   €1ay   iÁïe   mar`3he{1    to   the    raílrGad   trac3ks    and   wëre
ioaded     into    bfix-cafE,.          Tht3j,8e    cars    were     knc}wn    8§     %     and     8's.
M.eaning   m   soldíers   #   8   hor.ses   rm   80   kriegies   couff   be    sti.,`f fed
into  one   car+      The   onw  wa¥   we  cc>um   aH    lay  doï,|jn   wai5   b¥   la`_ïiï-Hg   i=in
one   siÈ_ie   with   {-jur    fget.   tegether    in   the   c;enter.       The   -windc3ws   were
boai-ded.   up   so    the   i3i`+i¥   wa¥   -we   coum   seë   c}ijit   was    thrc)ugh   the   m`an¥
crackfï3   desigried   t.=`t   let   Ë}l£nty  cjf   coH  aír   írL      Äf ter  many   hours   vt:Ïett-L ---., f,ir[|    Ëlfinrï    Í|r„|d   thaL.    níght   and   ab!3Ut    mid

b€5fcir3    dark,        Mui=]n    to    cïuÏ-surpris€    w'ë    were   r{icEttrcb.ed
ar}`w   r~ase   ari{it   -üj£re.    Ljc;keí3    ."-itG   sJüme   eiï\pf¥   barrai=ks...       TT_t`..Vy`.,~,h+        Llt-rlii-rÈri      gir

Át=PILJJ±l,+^       u__       _   _   _       ol

mcïving.       We    traveled   al{=!ng    grjod   thaL.    nlgffi   aí"   clu..jllL    t,,.>,^
tb.Ë;    trairi    stopped    &nd   t^je   were.    allc!wed    t.,o    dísembark    and
oürse]vës.        We    wer£    issued   sc}më    bread    and    ca.nneí=1    meatí

¥  hc!rse  meat,   but   it   süre   tasted   good.     We   rolled  up  balls
tö   c:arr¥   bac,k   jnto   the   boxc:ars   fcir   water.      Ï   talkëd   to  m¥

íÉmd  "Hairbreath  HarrF   ljang  during-thff  rest  períod,   and  hË..           ri__.~    _£    h;~     ra-r    t-hat     WCïuldgoc_>d  frísnd   "Hairbreath  Harr¥"   Jjang  "H"   |.iijLÜ   .-._.   _r___
saíd   he   was   workíng   on   a  hc!le    ín   trie   f loQr   of   his   car   t-nat   wcïuld
aHc"  a   s!ï`,aH   man   to   slíde   thr{3-.Ligh.      I   was   to   survet.ï   the   kriegies
H}  my   Í=a..-and   thoíje   that   wigh£d   tQ   esc;a_pë   fmi#   ch.?`nge  plaiies   wíth.
thë    same    r``ij-mber    íjf    k.i`iegies    frcm   his    car    th€    next    i.ia`jít   wheu    we
í,`.tc¥.m.i   ft3=.`  rí3tíef .     B`í'   t.h_is   tíme  we  {~  Ï5üre  that  o'Lir  dëstinatjori
•v!as    tc;   be   Nurm:ciei-g..

That   ;r`iight   we   5tcjpped   in   the   marshailing   ¥ards   Qf   Ë.ëgëi`igbergf
ci`n±    iÁï9    ÏEnäw    th.at     ít    wag    a    favcÈríte     targ-et    c!f     t-rB    RÄFk    njg'iü
t}ombër:3.      SÍ]on   aft.er   Í!toppingí    the   f^tí*r-ra.id   sí-reníï   started   and   -m
t-JCH.].iä   hear   bciïï`ï:"   dïTj-.ÜËiinLÏ   r!€3t   veï-y   faï-awa`jr.      We   .bliere   sittíi`ig   duck5
"  cjpeïü   ipc**  i3f   the  night   eithËr   c:ursing   {`hë  f.`AF   `H   rira¥íng.     Wë
swea`teíJ   í=m   thr€-,e,   díffeïtenï.   raids   E:o   diäH.   g-e.t,   mu!=h   sleep.

bíe    :5tartË5d   m`'_c,-`í+ri!3-at    dä`./-lii]-ht    anä.    ch-ügi-={ed   al{3ng    all    da¥+        I
?f-ir=ül   á.e£`idëd    tQ   t-=hanfje   €3vËr    tt3   Lai-ig's    cí*r   anë.   go   out    with   híïïTL   ëven
+'fF=`L-irjh     ïlt{31rícui3w     rjlse     -vJaE     ínterested.          Hotyvt3ver     Ï     Éidïft     get     tïT.8
ctiaï`ice,    tiec'aüse    tT`€   train   kept   iTT:ovinug   ali   5.a¥   `a.rid   iritQ    the    nirjht
wm  riS   rest   gtc;p.      Fírialíy   we  stopped   an.3   fr.3m  wqráat   t¥ve  "~`iü  heär
fïum   t:íu   g-uar;:h   we   weï`e   on   a   sídíiig   jüst   c}utside   Gf   Nuriï`.be,rg.      I
t4jtií=:    1¥íng   iïï   Ï,he   er!.rJ   i=if    thë3   i=ar   ïigxt    ti31,aí|.g's   ca`r   and   ev3r¥thiï"
ïtif3s    t]=üítf3    an[i!..   peacefül.         SuddenE    1    heard    a   r£oisë     li¥`e    som9€-jriE,
~lï.-cjp¥íH     t3     the     ijraTúfel     beneath     the,     next     carr      =hen     fi=H:_itstËp5

T^`h-+-hí`T    =r€ïi    -=rH|[+`Ëï,     i    r]*C!UÏ-it..ed.    ±3ix     in    aii    ±je.fore
It    -Wäs    IJa'ng-

t Ï#r_.,   k ï` i e g i e £i
thë    tï.ack3.

s t .-* r t e t±
r\t,, r n í rl 9
r e` .1 i e v e
probabl
tjf   snow

'-J--'.   `Ji``_±-`   1.  --'.üJ                -_

•:ru-ncihing   sway.       Arïásther   aríLi.   anc5thËr,     i    r]*c!uI-.Ï.±L1.    ;3j.Ä    j
``3Qme    iï;hctts    raïig-cj`i`.it     3n.=1   ï.`Ïhístles    and   shllutíriï-j-iieu3`€iïb
é{ii_i3t   iT=ciiïipan¥   -=i.ep,rïrtíng.       Ï-rt€   ne}rt    ±.a¥   bJe   fi3ü`{id   `=-jut    tt`iat
"`Í*    t3hr:`+     wri;]e    €Ï.c!sÍ5Llg    a    bï=idi3.Ë.    a     1^ittlë    iA7a¥    r:L`.3w-i-ii    _   _   ~L        .Fjr`-^      ``-`/lT,tï'-t.i3ï   Í.ï,         ;3j:`_`'   `.           -iriaÁa,a    ..   -`-          __.    _   __    _

T`ï`€    .=,`Ltie-r    f€.ï-ür    ha`d    g-€=jt     aiw.ayf     at     }€a.5t     foi~    ncjïw'.
.Fï=   .i.a¥~I  i_i-j?íit   ü`#   '`~~=  Lmioade[±   ,aïid   a]  1.ciï^ïeti.   tci   -[.-el Í evg   c:iü-í-sel`jres !

Tïí:_`ï`£    Í-r`!ë!~rí=,h€r€i    ±m    a_    SïïüïH     c`{3m-í:}c`uíi_d.    Cj'ijtsii^€.    ä    h-LL€,`í3    f=r53mp.        ïtiTe    We,re,    i*

=1   La3  fig    iï'ÏIÄ     =Èljí,`ii.„     ii`níu`.     hijrifjrei:i.     ancl     f  if  t¥     r,'iH  eË5     =-tüut?~i     ci:=     Ï`ï`Li`í-i!`!bt=i-í2`.
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Ä    c3mall     tcïwn    .~É_c'r€]ss     t,-he    Ï`Ívei-from    the    camp    wa.s    ü1!jcÈseb-ürg.    and    1
thiïik   `üit's   c!r.1¥   €1aim   t;Ü   fam6e  was   a   big   c:heese   facï,{3ry.      .Thgre   were
n{j     ba:?.`faiiks      in     this     c;fjrï`ip{-jun.F,„     only     lc>ng     narrcjw     Í3'fiËcls     with     no
flt-=ic3rs,    r_ml`.J    a    thir±    layer    i]f    straw-tci   .slëeLïj    í3n+        We    had    aii    open
slit    t,rË±ncl`.    frlr   c3    tt=+ílet   and    cinly   t=n€3   water    tatp    i±`i    the    compound.
The   maírÉ    f:aïiiri   was    f.ui  1    t3f   Zmieri¢ïaíris,    but    we   had.   no   c}ppc`rtL-inity    tr3
tal:f`    t€,     them.         The    c]ut£r     fËnce    r3ere    was    a    'v-ery    f lin`is¥    affair
í=c!i-{ipaA`tïcí   trj   that   at    gtalag   Luft   111.      It   was-fi't   easy,    but   1    talked
my,5t31f   fjut    {3f   pulling   a   wire    job.     If    1    wcÈuli±   have    knowi-i    or    ëveri
trj,-_i'jráïïü   that    t`rie±-e  would   be   anotheï-three   miinths   cif   migery   1   wc}uld
süÏ`el¥  riave   ättemËjted   tli   escapë.

ÄEter   a   fëw   da`ys   trH=   American   enlisted   +men   frQm   the   main   camp
were   ri`ioved    out    thereby    leaving    the    camp    to    be    c>ccupied   by    us.
.Tjatei"  'w-e   found  that   the¥  were  moved  to   a  camp   furthe-i'   south   irt   the
mDuntains.      I   didm't,   knQÏw   ít   then,    but   a   ccjusin,   Harry   Crane,   was
irí    thig    group.        He    was    a   paratrctQpeï`    in    the    82nd   Äirborne    and
ca.L`tured  cHn   tl"  AilËíci   beäLchhead   iri   ltaly.      Being  a   private,   he   was
foriied    tc   wr7rk   and   mo£st    of    this   work   was    cleaning   up   af ter    an
Allih3d   bombíng   raid.

We  were  moved   into   the   large  main   cam.p   after   their  departure,
Here  were  triple   deck  bunks   with  all   the  moderri  con`;.eniencËs,    like
latrínes  :nt±  running  water.     The  cümpound  we  had  vacated  was   f illed
•   _  _.    11_         n_  _ _   _       _._`_.       .   `~`  _  `+`  L.  `+`L:rl      Tï`al7       1  ú   1   +  t=++
wit'n   Bussian   POW's   ti3   the   poínt   to   where   it    lc3Qked   as   thoug`n   they
di€in.'t   have   rc}rjm   to   turn  around.      We   were  c;rt3wded   but   nothi.T"   iíke
they   were.      Äbou.t   t`ijíj   íja¥s   later,    I   was   waiking   near   thís   jRussian
cQmpoünd   when_   I   thougï-it   Ï   heard   my   name   called.      ,.Tust    imagínatíctn
l   thc>ii{.]-ht   änd   keÈJt   Gn   walkiïiúg.    I      heard    it   again,    so   stc}pped   and
stalï-te3d    lQciking    tïiË    c;rciwd    civer.         Th€y    w£rg    aJl    very    thin     frc}m
r.St-arvatí.ofi  wíth  tíeards   aru3   lf=nlg  Ï-iaïr  a`nd   their  eyes  were  vër¥   large
in   their   :3kinriy   fac=ef3.      Their   L=lothes  were   dirty  and   in  rags,    s{J   1
guegÉ;ed    thë.ï.    +hey    tiaii    ±Ïgen    pris€3ners    for    quíte    a`w!iile.         While
i`~jt=ikincj  them  c>`zï=r,   I   si.-idderíly   spfjtted  a   long  ncjsed   t¥pe   standing  c.n.
a   gturf`!p,    waving   hís   är!ï`s   fraritically.       It   wa.s   rrï.y   cïld   b-iiddy,    Ijan_g.
He  Ïwa§   the   la!=.t   úf   t`ne   si'k   escapëës   to  be   c:aèT]tured,      After   gettíng
my   a+,terit.ic;`n,     h€3   mt=.ved.    cii]ser    to    the    fenc'e    anc]i    told    me    that    he
wÍ=}itlii    be    ovrE3r    tí:H`ijght.        I    thQught    he    meant    that    the    !=T:Cic3ns    Would
mt3ve   him   iráto   the,   AÉ-n.eric.an   c;Qmpc}und,    but   nüt   sc>.      He   had   tcj   puH    a
wir.`e   job   t!=3   get    ip_t{}   th`e   prLlper   corripQund.      Talking   to   him   the   next
dai3Jí   he   saíd   that   r"  häí±   been  with   the  Ëussians   for  three   days   and
never   ijti.   Íilo3fË   to   aíï`y   food.       The   Germ.ans   brought    theír   soup   in
onc!e   a   da.¥   in   25   gaallop,   barrels+      fjnly   the   biggest   and   tgughest
had  a.  chan(3e  at   it,.   anLi.   he.  was  neither.     He   thought   it   less  painful
tc.`    ju.st   Ëstarve   tt3   death   thari   to   be   beaten    to   deat`n   f ighting   fï]r
!iou:ï3.       ïie   tc}ld   LB   what   wa`ä   !iappeíiing   in   cün~   í=Ömpc3und   every   `tlight.
`St]me   Gf    tËr"   Rüssiaris   wí3ïjlij.   sJip   th`rcHj.gh   the   fence   as   hë   ha±   dcjne,
ancï    :Ëtëal    ëveï.-'/thíïl.g`    th,3t    w£!sri't    nailed    i_if3tjïr£,        Mcistl¥    sho3g    and
frjrjLä,   as   wË   sle_ï}t    iri   €jur   `:;lrthefï.      Äfter   g-ettirïg   thi,¥,   'bit   iJf   news,
we   i±jci!.?lr`i   rit'ta`ss    eï;Üeï`.iú,'t`'r!inË`    to    the   m€in     in    the     top   bunr;    an€l   he    w.`=jiJ,ld
+_23i¥    t:ím    ,:3tuff    ti:`    thË±    €::ëilirig.        We    had    been   missir!g-thingt3,    but
t}i(|Li`{j+it     ít    ïïï*     iit:í-#r    Aiïie?`-i.=an     krig.gies     that    were     giiïílty.         '3ne
kriegjë   w`as    fjäu¥ht    :::te`qling    fí:t`'jLÏ`    in   m.y   .'[!a-r`rac!ks    :+.,=HÏ.g:rL       .f7!i    i£.èt    c!f
Lu    wciijiri      t?`T#€z    Í3ur      =ÏQc!íi     ï-a!`tjrjn     t=if     :r:Üf£`ad     Ë.!i{j`    break      it     Íni:i.:!     r=`}-mu
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•rji`er=,.e+ï;   a`nd   b€=,il    ít    in    a   c3í?±}-L      After   iiofjling   we   had   a   si=5rt   cjf    jellc}í.

a:.m{=7st     dcj-iiblë      ín      Liulk.            Thís      Ïsreaí±     wag      ergatE       Eímitation]..
fi31lciwirig    ís    the    Gff íf-..ial    Ï`ecípe    t€-ak.ën    frí.jm    the    Foc;d    Prcivíding
Minístr¥   r+tiblis}iení    Et`.ip   s€£iret]   Berlin   24+XI    19$1   an-'3.   the   Dir£ctcii"
ín   Mínistrï;-Herr   M`aï-isfeJ_ii    and.   Her'f   ïv£i{?ritz.

.r{0%   bruj.sed   ry£   i3.r&ín
20e;    glít-jed.   su{j`ëïr    bëËt
20%    tree    f jcH.i.r     [saw   i`=lust]
10%   Ïï`iEiced    lËÈave,S=.    arid    straw

Frc)m   my    c)-wri    experien{=es     >3..    naiif     piece5     Gf     glass    at-id     sancïi    '``Ïc>ulí3
`3{'::ca`!-3irjnaiiy    tl.trn    UP.

ïíë   w£|uld   üsua\lF.f   t=c.jc;k    trii5   i.-ï`p    Lri   the    eve.níng.,    then    :set    it    cm
5ïielve.Ë    in    {3     s'.rïiall     rt3c]m.        Ths    thiëf    would    slip     in    arid    take,    a
i3pcHlnfu`L    i3r    twc}   fï.`i.:!m    ëach   can,     then    fill     it    TÍ}ack    tc>    the    cjriginal
level    with   watër.        He    g!3t    ai.Áíay   with    thís    fc>r    a    lciilíg    tíme    before
i3íet`tirig  c=areless   and  -wïas   Í`?aught   in   ttie  act.      Äs   pL-inishment,   he   was
Ígïïven   a   gc>oii   bëating`   and   hig    ratic`ns   wgre    taken   a_`Ü'a¥    fcir   a   week.
R€.-2d   Cross   parc:els   wer-e   ricm-existant   nt3w,.    5o   we   had   tí3    survíve   on
the  genËrous   gocín  i_-ation.      Besides   the  bread,   we  were   given  a   can~
full    c]f    dehydrated    vegetable    soup.,     alwa¥s    with   worms    and    bugs
f lf!ating    Ön     tc>p.     and    3c5ometime,s     rancid    bloGd    sausage    aïï_d    moliäy
{:heese.      We  vv'ere   t.i3ld   that   the   bügs   and  w-orrns   were   a   gQod   LÏouri-`3e   `.3f
Ï`roteínf   and   the  mold   oÏ-i   the   cheese   was   aïso   good   fcir   us.      _ïíl   of
th-is,    ë:*:rer.}tinÈt¥   tï`É   bre,3d,    haÉ   tö   be.   eaten    ín   the   dark   .3r   r!ost   c!f
iiLä    couldn't    keËp    it    d_{Jwri..

Ijang   hat.i   gc}tt.en   r2wa¥   Gleari    the   nicjï``t   'íi^e   esc;aped    frQn-i.   tl+=e   b{3Ï{~
:=.=Ár   and  3dalkeií   ti3  Muních,    .äbciut    twe.nt¥-fíve   mile.5   Ëc2-ütri.      T.r¥íng.   t`-`J
`iïffijtke   the    =3wiss   border    wasn't    eas¥    thLiügïrL       The   C3ermf!`ns    had    r`=!ad-

blf=tt.ks    cm     all     brj,d.ges    !=:rië.*=:¥.íng     iderítífic:at.-ion    paig:ers.         i*íe    had
atiquirë}d   8.n   olrJ   GËrri`.aï-i   Ärmy   o'vrercc3at   and   c:.=iuir±  mov.ë   aÈcitit   thë   j=itï±J
at    wiil.        Thë    stre£ts    wË>rË    të£-Húrig    with    refiLigees    arid    t*`anäËrífig
t3c}ldie.Ï.-s.,    sc!   he   dï`ew   nci   attË>ntí{jn.      Ïjpon   E;íghtíngt   the   rciaii   blc}.=rï   he
tüï.ned   bai=-K_   intc:   the   cit¥.       Passirig   a   €atholí(=   church,    he   saí.5a   he
.i`toppeij   and   wag   temíjï,Ë`±   tc`   go   in,   but   was   seen   ±j¥   a  príes+.   workiïig
iïi   tïm   yard.      The   Ïiriegt   £jta.rted   talking   tQ   híííi   ín   Englísh,    sÍ3   hë
`±`:'erjlíef±   i-ri   Eriglisha      Takiï-ig   ïi=.m   inside,    í:'ne   gcïcid   Fat:n.3r   ti3ld   hiríi.   tc.
:wf3:!  t     `=Lrid    ?ig    Wcjt`rild     rëtuï`n     Wít'r,    Si=.jiïi£c!n+3     who     'úJQuíd    heíp     -nim    eritei~
=lwírf=',Í2¥'i€|`nti..           SoiïietimË2      l=ïrB]ï     'në     was      gurpí-.-íse.3     by     the     Faj`ther
]í`Íjturníng   wít+.    _four    !3ertrtiiän    :|-3cildiers,        ThËË¥    tcjc!k   hiïii.    intc}    c-!is+=c*fi¥
úïfuj    fjënt     him    tc]        i`ítjí.ig^iburg-wïth    scirr`e    5}ussian    POW's    whc5    had    bëen
`tífjikíp.g   i3-i   the   J`?i.ty.       He   s£+d   that   if   l   ha,i  hav£Ï   been  wíth   hím,    h8
`w!+_riiïldn'`r,     ijf      rjrLti:t€=.q      s{;5      lt3-Eiesoii.ie     artcl    hcif=.5ked     íJ.p     wit:h£      the     Cath{3íic

tTT:`rieE-át  ,    a.ïiid   inaybe   tir,e    t!m   ijf    -ijs   i`=Í3üld   of   madë   a   suc=c;essfu~l    escär*]eF
`Fue.l    f£nr   hË!ating-i3uÍ`   i_n=+itícïï"   wa`s   ve+r¥   siïtarce,,    jüast   wFiat   w{Jod  ï*Je

i:;`:!uld    b`3rrc5w    frtjm    t.`hË    '±Ïii.til`±ingg.         Natura].l¥    the    bË!d    `i-joarë.as     t,.,'ent
f ii'~st  ,   theri   c]t`he.'f   :rj£iar€l`c=   that   wagr;'  t   ri9.i=Ë£ísarïí+   +m   k3ei3   tti.e   buildíng
`-_;tandírig`.         Tï-ie     L]-uarcis    a`ËÈ-}.`eëä     t£j     takíng     a     g.rc3ï.=ip    of     aboij!_t     twenty
'r-`Ï.£iegiiïs   tjut    ev*ry    €ïfw    ti=j    gathËr    wiii`:>d    in    the    fc`regt,       We   hact    to

íÈï`cjriiise   ric}t    rm   esc?a.as   rjr   thë   wci{3d  walks   would   be   stc}pped.      We   alE3o
•-jéithëred     ,3rw      foc3d     tTrisi`t      mícjht     be     í¥ing.     arc!und,      suc;h     as     strËiï7
J`3hit=`k€ïÈ,Sr       Pí3t.ÍÏÁtü€.s       aLnii_      ki=,iara:nji.             These      Ve£3.eta±iles      Wíjuld.      b€3
•..^`Ji}ii=h,~iïwËcni    t+ïäi-3    c:o`rí'!3Ï`ed   with   ma..r,ure    tci   kee=Li    tïfiem   f-í-om    free.=in`3`.        It
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waí5   quíte   aasy   to   pj.ck   up   a   few  whenever   the   guards   attention   was
elsewhere.      I   only   g.c>t   out   cince  cm   this   eÄ'cursicm   and   as  we   walked
throüg'n   the   forest   1   ctjulíJ  see   snails  as   big  as  m¥   fist  hanging  cm
the  bus:níe.s.     I   thc*Jght   th€n.7   should   taste   like  o¥,sters,   so  {:oiïmëriced
to  gatï-ierirHÏ   thei-Ït  uritil   l  had   my  pack   full   of   the   slimy   creatur-ës.
I  must   {jf   had  abcjut   twent_v  p{3unds,   shell   and  all   wheri   1   returned   to
my   budLií.e[s   wíth   all    these   gc*:jdieg.       Hungry   as    they   were.,    n!3   one
wc>Ü.l`5    vtjlunteË±r    tc5    ef*.t    them    ï~'ith   }T,ë.        This    wag,    in    Äpril    and    the
íïamp   waöï   Qverflowing   wit,h   all   ïiatíonalities.       Chadwick   suggestad
that   l   locate   s{=ime  Fr€!n€hmen   and  ma¥be  make  a   trade.      Following  Tíiis
r?dvic=e.r    1   trade.ií   tFiem   fí3Èt   a    lfjaf   Lif   +jrsad.,    srj   my   effc}rts   were   not
all    ín   vaiïi.

Twci    t~y-pes    t3f     ingenio-us    burne.rs    Ï*ïere    developed    here,         They
a].lowed  cJne   to   get    the  rrics+L   haat   fri3m   the   leagt   wfjod.      The   ecc}nomy
tïtpe   waË    to   use    tïw-o   c:ans   on    top   Gf   each   other.,    with   a   grate    up
abSt,it  half   way.      The  siiies   of   the  bott{3m  were  cut   open   ín   slits   to
€illciw  ai.ï_-t`Li  be   fannË2cl   íritQ   the  burner.      Wood   shavings   were   fed   ín
frr3n`   the   tcjp     aïid   wë   h.:äd   a   pretty   ef fective   burner   that   we   ct3uld
Ï3eat   c!ur   water,,   et€.   qui[ikl¥,   and   didn't   require   very  muGh   wood.

T.rü3   {3.eluxe   riiod£l   ïÚc!i`ked   c}n   the   !3ame   prínc:iple,    except    that   an
aíT-ch€``mbe.r   from  síx   to   twelve   inches   lcmg  connected   the  burneï-   to
a    larg-€j    paddle    whe.el,     that..     when    granked   wciuld    supply    a     large
amcïunt   c,f   air   to   t.ne   burner,   creatíng.  a  ver¥  hot   f ire.

On£    day    abc>ut    two    thc3usa`nd    new   Americart    Prisaners    arri``7ei.i.
Th.ey  had   waiked   frLim   r`€urr!ïberg.[   whif=h   haci.   takeri   oveï-a   -w-sek.      Along
the  'riJay,    ttney  were   spotted   fï-om   the  ;Äír   by  a   fiight   of   P-51's,   who
místaking-them   fcï.T   ret.`L-ë`ating.   German   síjlcliers,   madë   two   straff ing
paËises   at    t-r`{em   bï±f{3rË    realiEing    their   mistak€T3.       Ni-jbc;dy    seem.ed    to
:{:nciw  hi-jw   mäï.i¥  w{È.rë   Ë€.íllect.      Before   leaving   tï"   N-ürmberg   c:amp,    they
wf3Ï`e   subje!=tË±rd   to   a   hË!a`/¥   Ämeríc`;.an   bcimbíng   raid   orie   day,    theii.   the
RAF   hít    th!ei-n   that   }iii]`ht.       8¥   morning   t.he   c;amp   was   demolished.,    one
air  i-äid   shelt.er  d`amag'ed  with  several   killed   in   it.     The   t..arget   fi3r
these   ,3t.ta£ik±-3   was   ,ä_  :nucj'e.   m.unitions   plant   buiJ.t   ver¥   near   the   camp.
Ne,ar   ïi`ísseË;   +íiT.    the   c:amp.       C'est    1g   guerre.

i    .tÁ`,7as    E;tarlc3in9   near    the    Bate    as    thes£    new   kriegies    i=aiï`e    in,f
The.v   wËÏ'e   a   iï`iixt±ür£   c>f   ärmy   €irid   airfiirce,    some   old    kríegies   ar*±
t5cïme   jiú.st   freshl`r  Í=aptu..i-ed.      One   lnfaritry   Majiir  askëd   if   there   was
anyt~T)ne    fr(jm   W¥¢3ming-:n.er£.        I    to`tid   -rúiïi   that    l   ïÁías,     aïi.d   we    st.arteË
g.ëttíncjt    !3cquaí!|íted.         His    naríie    was     Bill     Gaï`1ow    fröm    Cc2t±¥    and     a
t]-riïnr3son   cHf   Buffalo   Bill    €ody+       He   iater   ghariged   his   riame   tD   C€}dy
fr.~   p-ijl:ilii=it.y.      Afteï:   talkin{¥   a   !,`jhile   and   fii`idirn3   out    that    he   was
a    g-raii'i.i.ate   cjf   Harv;5ir€l`   Uníveï`íiit¥-,     it    ïwas    rjlaíri    that    we   had    iú'ery
1  i  t'  t  1  e      i n     &:±i=iïïtr:_`c!Ïi.  .

I    TrJ,`3`s{.    k,.iai:Kiï-Hg    arrjurL:]í    on\e    d,aï_v    foï-    exercige,,     7Sjhën    1     notíc!3{±    a
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i?ha`f.`a[=ter     pei3.tL`ír]g     thrcii`.-8gh     sciïnet-hing     that      turned     out      tci     bë     a
Ïii`agnif¥ing-£èïiaEjs,    and   picki.rig   at    a    small    piece   Qf    ï*ï{2c`ü-Í+        {=)h!    Oh!+
I   thc`Li`ght.,    aïiGther   oiiË3   arc}ujld   tl'iË   brjri€±.       1   'wïal:K.ed   civer   `=J`rFLi   €,3.suall`jv'
aÉ3kecl   w:r!at    he   wï-=is    cÏ.=,ing.     "LTiist`-,    t,jïl[ittlirig,+"    lm    i.¥-;=:lied.        I   asked    tc±
.`3!F:{=     it    ,:äncl    ï~iË    ?-i<5rádË3ci    j-ni%     tïr`.e    diËk_    i`3F    har€.3wc}t3d.         It    Was     :a    rec:ord    f3f
í:<Ur    }Ï`f,ï`ï`f~itj    t`.i`;:3:--y`t.7É:Èli    ±=ji,Ït,    rjï£    C`InË    S ide  ,     aríci    F+Íl`':;fí=ÏB*_j_ï-g    '!J!'i  t'j+i    a    b\iï.--iisr    t.='arï/`eli

fü    ?.-tH±    Lith£r    Í=ú[:l.ËL         Beautif`,jl    !,,*ïíirk,     r    t,=!lij    hirrit         Eie    said`    ríe    t\#'&g
i`t.'ií`~*ïí!ií:-ig   Í]Íi   !.:'rË.:=:+,jïig-it    iii    äíJ`v€3.r   äní3   wc:!il.=    sëll    the`m   aft3r    the   war.
T    ti=jl!`i   hií`ii     rn   íji+ii:    iiiy   _riaiL"    il+|wn,     tïi.at    1    suï^e,   iriïaïi£ted    fjï-ie.        He    ket3t
+Ái:-i    Ï,,ii+:,`rcl:'    ani,`3    !ii-i,7    ?.i+~lï`ëf:s.         In     194íi    l    r.eceivëd    a    lgttei'     frcm,    hi;i.
th.at    thp.   siFÚ`Ër   Ï,jvï:jlt=ïni    fcjbg   wëre    in   pri.3f!.uc:tiQn   a`nd+    sQ    l   b{=}üght    cné
fi`-.Ï.-£.     five    d_CLi.  la-r5a

Äs   .Mart=h   rí`cjved   in,    so   diíí   tríe   air   raids.      Abï3Ïit   every   iaáa'jí-the
5irens    t^¢'cJul'ii    start     waiiíiiüg    and    afteir    awhile    wë    didntt    pay    a`riy
attent.{!oÍ-L.    ex-rJept   'wThen   we   cr=3u.}.d   se.ë   thË   foï-nT3tíc>n   gciing   c}vËr.      +Vian¥
tj}tïÉ.3s   we   wc3tLil!.i   .5weat   out    "Tail-end   Charlíe..,    as   the    last   Dlane   Was
us`i-ialFyr    traj.ling-sm{3ke.         These    great    fcirmations    cÈf    huridreds    cïf
£-:ilver  Ë-17's   'Áïere   always   a  beautif-iil   sight   t,c}   ug.      Espe€iall'±J  with
Ïío   Germ{in    f.ighterË;    in    sight.       At    this    time   of    the   war.    the   once
iïiig-hty   Lu.ftwaffe   was   pra.€tiGall¥   nc.n~existant.

Easter  Sunda¥   1945.,    Spericer  came   in  with   twe   c;hícksn  eggs   that
he  had   t?_-acled  my   leather   jacket   for.      I   was  mad   at   first,   but   sc3oon
fcjrgot    about     it   when    facedg   with    the   prí]blem    i3f   how    tc>   cH?c>k    the
precic"s   eggs.      We   f inaliy   £3ecíded.,    b£`causë   ít   was   Easter   Sunday7
that   we  shciulcl  hard-boil   them.     This  we  did  very  carefully  arid  with
ev+?ryonë    in    the   barra[:ks    líjoking   cm   glid   c}ffering   adviGe.       I    ate
Ïïúne   i,Tery   quickly.,    l`;ut   Spenrjer   just   ïl+ib.tiled   c]n.   hí3,   m.akiïi.g   it    last
fcir  an   hc}ii=ï-or   s{].      It   had.   to  h_av{±   been   the   best   egg  Ëver   eaten   b¥
{3ither    c}f    -i`is.

.Älcjng  about   thi3   tim£  we   were  w£akening  a   iittleí   ancl   terribly
ïiun`g`ry   all    c}f    t'fii3   tim[e.       We   were   d.ívided    ínt`3   twelve   mari   !=c>mbines
m   the   r!Ètíctns,   É3o   each   day   €jne   íjf   the   t-wËFv..e  wc!ulcï   go   tci   the   gate
tí``i    píck    up    the    ratíci.ris.         This    partic-ular    day    it    was    m-y     turn.
BeLjides   the   soüp   we   haa   ä\   slice.   of   the   blc3G`_i   sausacje   that   we   used
t.c\i   thi-Qw   in    th.Ë   iatririef.    Llut   now   E#as   very    tast¥.,       When   l    reacïfied
i`iiLü.`    arëaj     I    Í:lr_ilËd    f,iut     the    é€,c7uÏ;5    ariLi    j-'üst     t!31+=I    them+    tbat    the    bic}c?d
'sau5&ghs  wËj`.s    in   ±h£   Ëiuc:ke+.   and   fn  help   themselves.      After   eatiïig.,    I
'w'£&s   r-üïuï-nÉnr.r    tíj    thë    gate   with    thË   empt¥    ±iu:=+F.Ëits.,    whën    l    nc}tí€sd
thfjre   L`j.as   a   slice   of   sÍ.`i.~L-isage    ie.fr.    Ín   c>ne   J>9f   the   buckets.      `My   f irst
t.?ií`-:!üghï,    waË3    th=!t    the    gQc3ns    had   tTiiÉ;takenl-yr    given    üg    Sne    too    many
'51ic:es,    ,gcj   prQmpt!y   popped    intcS   ii5i[y-iï!cjuth    and   swallowed,    ws    never
f:j?iëwea   this   sti_iff`cu   it   iTiiglit   }|.ot   g-o   dowri.      ¥-rie.n   1   started   thínkLrig
a:c;fjï`jt    ít.       PrGbabl-y   §om`e   cü-ie   had   forgott`3n    it   and   I   :nad   ëaten   his
ï.`Í;i:.j.{,}-Íi.       It   w€Jï`ríeiï   iïi.e   so,    that   l    rËigürcjit.ated   it   uP,r    So    it    i±ídn't
:rjf:i_nL3fit    ar£~yone.      When   1   returned,,    I   4rl!.=jked    if   e`ú'eryüne   had   eaten   a
•ïÏ?  ice   cHf    ]E:f3`LÏËt!'3ge   {-jnii    t.:rie¥   had.    The    g`ocjï"    h\ard   m[ade    a    mistak€.

{Jr.J:;e    I    !5aw   a    cGl!3+red    lnftaiitr'±r    pri§oráer    pii`=king    up    piëceË    ÍJf
ttjf=!,Ïïí'ií3ï-aJfmc.ï      thie      fi=jï-!c:Ëp           Ä     €i.i±arí!.     w`.3`s      fi=illíLï`Tqïing.     him     tLl     këep     rè.im
±ïrjile-iït. ,      The¥   mr_}iü-ei3`   a`rt,i,iriïl   í=;rie   :rjarï.a.:=:Es    aïici   the   kríegie   steËii:!ei~Ti   u=;
{.`!ne     [\:ïí`      ttr`Íf3      :L3tH._`,,`-È±iï{3.ic,      of      ï*7iï.`e      t,Í,?     r€at=h     a     íÏÈi€Ëc*      c;!f      Papgr      thät_      Tw'äs
t._`_`,~iïïr_r:r`£r,    é^..t      t.hE.-tcj¥`3     üf      t.3-~í€3    f€`.3i£è*3.          I     §3-`Liesg      th:äïL,    'fïL£     €j`'iiard    i,.¥Ía8     €=J!iït      i'=,'f

+  -;,  `'j;'Í  i;       f';.`{=`>rr!      {+v:3.i-ii`~=:ith£ir      rjï!.z,-úr-Í.3.       fi`.r£-th5i-{1rjï.`,iri       tïiÉ±       `+=€-:`nf=ë  +            A_rii,+Tü,i,a``,r       ë`      ÉLïh;=jt.
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rr=ïig-ïïi]t     arid    th£jÈ    kriegíe    fell     t{3    the    g.röü`ii.d   with    half    hi.5    hgad
±ü£3w-n.   .`]ff .      TTrie   camp   guar.ds   we,re   uË3ing  hardwocicl   tii`illëts   that   would
1it:er.ally   explorJ€i    '`jn    imiiaí=t+        T-ne    g`ijárd   wh{3    .L=hot    saííË   hë
tbe.    priËí{-jiier    was     tryiiij¥     to     crawl     the     wii`e     tt=.     esca-pe..
ínf.-~:ide.i-it    was     fcj:_`gGtte.ri.

thrju9-h.t
-s(J      the

C:HAPTER   VI
ESCAPE    AND   HOME
EÄrll[     27     tï=`    May     1`~rj     1945]

I    was     l¥ing   cin    my    bunk    the   morníng    Gf    the    27th    of    April.,
dreaLming  of   the  f irst  iï`eal   1  would  have  when  l  got  home,   when   these
pleasant   thoughts  were   interrupted  by  a  kriegíe  on   the  bunk   across
from  me.      Hís   nan-ie  was   Mindy   sQmet.híng   or  other,.    I   dídn!t   know   him
very  well+       He   said   that   he   and   a    friend   Mike,   had   a   gc>od   esc;ape
plan  and  were  going  out   that,   af ternc>on  and   I  -was  welccme   tc>  go   wíth
t`nem.      There  was   a  strong   i.umor   that   we  were   tc3  be   evacuated   again
anLi   mQv£d    further    south,    sa    1    became    int.erested    ver¥    quíckly.
Mindy's   fríend   Mike,    ji3ined   us    in   the   c:cmversatíc.n   and   between   a
fag,t   talkirig-Iris`p£ii[ia`n   and  a   claver  uTew   they  easíly   persuaded  me   to
go   oüt   ïújíi`th    thË3m.        The   plan   was    to    s]ip    ínto    the    thírd    garbage
truc:k   &nd   h`3pe   that    the   gatë   guard.   wagn't    tQo   thorough   with   his
Sh€irpenef3    {=?L-c>w-bar    a€    he    probed     though    the    g-arbage.         They    haË
f=:hef.tketí   Ï.he   prc3cedure   of   tïie   gate   guards   as   the   tr-ucks   exíted   the
gate   for   Ëieveral   {il`ays   ancl   it   was  alwa¥s   the  same.      The   f írst   truck
twouid.   get  a  pi-ettï_,r  gcic>d  probi-ng  with   +,he   sharper`.ed  rodsf   the   se`=ond
p.    few'    disiEr}.tË3reste['.'ï     jabs    and     t'rie    third    was     usually    juí5t     waved
thrcüt!g-h.      After   the   trucks    lef t   t.he   g-ate,   the   rQa`d   ran   up   a   hill
a.nd    intci   scime   ïieëttv+:v-brüsri   and   trë£s.       This    is   where   ws   would   drc}p
rjff   í*nd   hid.t3   c>ut   untíl   General   Pattons   Third   Army   rolled   down   the
rc!&Li.     They  weï`e   f ight,iíi.g  at   Nurmberg  at   this   tíme,   sD  should  reach
i£s   ín   a  da¥   or   two.     My  ccjmbirie   buddies   gave  me   t.heir  daily   ration
of     bread,     so     Ï    had    abt}ut.     a     half     a     loaf     to    niunch    on     until
1 iherat ion .

€limbing  intc>   the  truc:k  was  eas¥f  but   there  wasn't  enough  trash
tQ   fJc3ver   usf    so   we   just   crunched   down   and   prayed   a   little.      Todaï'
they  depa.rted   from   theiï-regular  procedure  and   dídn't   stcip   a.n¥  of
the   trucks,    go   we   saíled   thrc>ugh   the   gate   with   no   pr{`3blem.      Äs   we
started  -Ltp   the  -níll,   an   Arriiy   truck   c:aught   up   with  usf   so   we  had   to
Ë;tay   ip.   the   tru€k`.      W5  wëÈi.t   cm  dciwrT.   the   híli   on   the   oth£r   síde   and
cri-;i-ásed   a    Jaïg`£    riv-í3r.       Äf ter   crQssing    the   bridge,    the    garbage
tru{=ks     toc>:k    a    .s}.ïtall    wínEJ±íng     ï-oad    parallel    wíth     the    rivËr.         We
easil¥  t3_ï-opr3ed  Üiit   {rjf   the   truck   a`nd   intcj   the  heav¥  brush,      We   fcíïïnd
=m   abänd.ed.   nia{=hinë-g`un   nest,,    dug-íri   aïi.d`   well    s.and-bagged   to   ïiide
c;Ï,it    irí.      Th£   Eiridi¥e   wag   in   full   viËw   a`boLit+,    a   qu.artrsr   c>f   a  míle   awa`.Í-
aii+3   {fje    f:ï=>iild    s,ee    aË`m`.y    t..rucks    and.   other    -`üíË3hic;les   íjr{]ssing    ai"±    all
{3ï:i.||A3.j+    £cT~.`utht         Ïiíe     k.#€"    t,h+at.     í+.     had    t{j    tjë    ä    :;,ïiajJ3r    =í`8trï3at.          TÈlat
niL]bt    7¢jí;3     i-r=i:_ti,l],Í3.    h€Èa¥:     É=±    stËäï3+y     rt3£ïr     i=!'f     Lpïrti  llÉ3,í=ïjf    fi.re     tcï     tri€l     nrjrth
&rüi    :!3f    n`Ü3r`^{lírig..      :lt.     Ë;í=iü:15Ïït`Íd     .2Áf_;     if      the?/~    'J!er€     aiim{=i.3t,    zlLe.r€|..         Äii     i-ia¥'
t.ïi.È..>    í:r~^<,±T£i!r.€      iï±t'.`_;=fË-,3`=tëï±f     £ql  !.      go5LrHg    :äcjuth.         The,n    ÏriT?    g,c3'*     'a    s3`Ë;LÈJ€+iL     teäm



;3:?

`{.j`i._?:i..`i.=.`    the   b.riiii3tÈ3   iútíith   e.xpi`3£j.veË;í     scj   'wïe    kne-ü7    t}ie   Ëni-l,   wai5    ri.ear.        We

c:(:!ijlc.!ïi't    s€.e    th£    i=€-=imï=ï    frcÈm    aTt.ir    pciÉ;ititJri,     biL~it    Ït4ï£re    iëuite    sure    thë¥
h?^c?.n't    been    eT-.7aci.iated,    ä.Í3    thËy   wt3uld    of   Fiaid    tci    c;rosË;    the    LlríäLcíe.
Thë    £-i=j'~+rig    ari_ci    t3:~`affií=:     Ë3lat:kenËd    graiïuä.i.l`ú.'    iiuï+irig-thË    night.       -A+,
íja¥-lícjht    ít    hai~3    c;easei-=l   entírsly   e?{cept    fcir    c}cj=asional    sma.11    a3:`Ïïi:_=
f j  -ï- e .

At.   abí3ut   8;aiii,    a   flight.   ef   P-51    fighters   appËared   at   abf=iut   twrj
thousarF3  feet   ,a`nd   aftei~  f.`.!ne  circle,   Ï,h€-5¥   suddenly  dived  i3ri  a   targ-ët
.acrí)ss   the   rivfti`+      Ä`íÏ   if   thig  was   a   siT;ïrial..    firin`g-started   all   ovër
aígairi.        It    waË    sm8`1,7í     ä..r}?i.;3    and    iïiac;ghime-gun    f ire    so   we    :z€i-ietúr    it    w-as
cL`]c>s;e+      Äfter-ab{.iut   an   hf3ur   of   thïg,    a   strin.g   of   tanks   appeaï'ed   Ön
thë   jhíi¥hT¢ïay    leadifirÉ+   tr_`j    the   bridge.      We.   almost    jümpëd   cFLit   cif   hiding
w-h`en   ü!-e   rt3c:f]grii:zecJ    tlie   Amerí.Í3an   Star   paínted   cnn   them.       We   thi3ught
that   iúj7ithj.!|,    juFst    a.    few   ËÏT>inutes   we   would   be    free    ät    !ast.       We    had
fo:rgotten   abfj-üt_   thË   ei{plc>sives   c}n   the  bridge+      One   tarik   apprr3acheLi
slüwly  and  ínched   ff:'!ï`waï.`d  untíl   the  bridcje  blowed.     The   tan_k  rolled
backwar.Í  'ünh,:3`irmed,   -fjut   this   stopped   tb.eir  advance.      Síj  much   fSr  c5`ii.-
£reeclom   that   da¥.

Th€3  Germans  had   set   up   defensive  Efcisitíc]ns   behind   and   ab(jve   ï.`ts
{=ind   the¥   cipened   f ire   cÈn   the   tan]€s.       Our   tan:i{s   bac;ked   out   c`f   síght
iá^nd   st,arted   sFielling   t]ur   sicle.   tjf    th.e   river.      We   c!{=iii.sidered   tï`-y.irHg
tf=i   swim  acrrüss   t.he   river,    but   in   our  weake,n£d   í=onditícin   the   E:.tri,Jng
€iïirrent     iri7ouli-]     be     tcjci     mu€h     to    haridle     arid     th§     AmeriGar?^s     wouli.3
.r!rctbably   have   takan    u.s    to   be    ei-iemy   and    s:ric}t    i`is    ärá¥way.        Nc!w,    wË±
were   ín   a   fine   predic.ament+      Caught   Í.ri   the  m.iddle   c.`f   a   b.3ttle    iust
because   we  ha.€J.   f ínall`.f   3'i.iacle   <a   suc;L`egsfu.'i   esc:ape.      We   cc!u`1d't   exp'3se
rjurs[;.l'iú~e5    tí.+    ëj_tFie-j.``    side.r     but    `w-ë    dídn't    seem    tc}    be     iri    too    mu€h
dar.ger,   3`s   all    the   £:heliíng  wa5   going   ovër   us.      Thís   was   the   29th
í:,!E    Äpríl     when     t+ie    ca`i+i`p    was     liberated.         Thë     ffillowing    da¥-     the
f icjhtíng   c:Qntinued,    and    scjmetime    t.-]nat   nj.ght    trië   t=gmbat    £ngíneeï`-s
sr,artsd  buildir!g  a   `Bailey  brií=1[je.   across   th€±   rii`íï£r,      Ïhts  br-idg-e   wa.s
cc;nstructerí    :ciy    tyir-!g    rubber    rafts     tcïgether    'wJíth    mët.al    mattiïig
.`iayiri£3`   c}v€r    thë    ti3p.        They    {Á7Öuld   get    abcjut    half    way   äc:rcÈss,     tl-ien
rif-ive    tí3    barjk    c3ff !    The    ÄmeríGan   Artiller¥   wcjtL-ilf±   pijuitd    trie    German
iiiosítj`ÍjiiË   bat=.!{f    t.hen    the   ejiginëers   wi=,uld   gcj   bac:k   tc!   Ït^f.=irk+      Finally
•`-_m    the     thir3ä    Í=.f    _*ÏÈa¥    theïr-     Ëuc:GË.ed`ed    iri     cï+cjsLïirig.         The    tanks     arid
l.rifarit-=-È.J   ï?rcj£5sLi   ,=inii_    +.he   '{:jattle   movëd   on   b;=hinii   ug.       We   knew   that
+;Éj   hai3    tt:j   -be   L``7er:7   c;aref`[Lïl    when    i=;ciming   Gut    c.if    t,h`e   brüsïn   or   w'e   mi`g+it
'fj{3    ,5r!`{=it    b¥   c>ür    t=,wn   GI'Ïï.        Wë    cc>ulcl   s`-{ïiell     fr_ic„d   c:o{jkirH¥,     so    f.'Jl1^=3weLi

:ji.ir   nc}sei=    ti-j    a   f ield    .kitt=hën   £=et    L`ip   ±ï-;í    the   c;om`bat    en£jin€.ë.rs.       Ï#te
t.jríjk.e    í=2i`it    €jf     =t#    3=jr~ij_:5li    wítlná    c7.ür    arms    raigëÉ    ,Ërid    `sïi{3ijti}ig   Amerii=a.ri
Tílw,         Tr*ïe    Tï£jer€:i     iiï!:mëdiatelï,f     t`;.cjveï`ed    l=Üj'    mäny,     _ïinany    rif lE!S,          Äfte?..

3xpl;~i`iiij.nij    hfh`3     r=Ïrjfl    wTri,3J,r..     ïwïË    'flJerË,      we    wÈ=Èrë     £jiveri    all      tr`Áiä     fc*3i3     ÏÁ;ï3
!.=t'=Ïj_.3!,:1.    É3`<Ëit€         All    .Lve    3ïad    e{3t€`,n    w`3g    the,    blat=i:€    bï-ëa`d    aíi[?    rivër    vjai:ë±-

F.:jï.     f ivr±      d.aï;ïf3,,      Èíï~.z      t3'-ië     í:~.ratí£-t.ri      ste`w-änfl     Ï+.7'r±it.ä     brëa!=1     w-a±i      ii.:¥_€=±      {=í
f`f2,?+í3t.       No   Ëfn€,?Ë.i.    F`=H:3:_-Jí   Cák-£!   ë-`7er    taLsté`rí   äs    í==H]ä   as    t:rláa.t.    Whj.t!=    ±j`í~'ë&d.

?\_Ftrir     í=:at.j;.r!iir     ÏÏvïë     íj`jï.:3re      :iií``íÉ3ff3i+:[     -È?r.;~      .:É     Ca_¥ttf+*ír`      `¥ÁJ1.-iíi`j     tí:-+ld     i;]-3      thË3     -i:,`ri  ï-::=j`!..;
l-;J;:Jíiï=3     €ftí<líis      i=::íi.ií3t.±+<'  t            A_i  i       thË..      k_ri{=!gies      ï`,aï!ïere     th.È,C=ïË      ir!      Fra`i|Í:t¥.È     }=--È.F     Í'ÏC.-tjïvï.           Td`>T€,

:`i;ïi-3      -iJËí`±.:r-i     Í=~Í?      tï`^i`í'jíïL-Íc-;`,-:tj      Lïjr!1{=-:!jiës      f  l  tyí  rig      ir!`     aÈiu±     Cii`-ít.      `Ëi=i=L~      +,hë     r+`a:=.=`:      f{'3:¥b'
+J!y..:     ,=È}T=i      r`i€j't-;t>c.;.            -=TtlË`±?     t¥Íé`Ë5`r€ï.      }=irirllÉf`ïflg      íll`      =j=,.3.ïjrj`.`L  i.Ë:S      t-`.:}       tïi8     Ariï!':ïr      aÄï -... f:?í

:..  `|t:f  i:,i`'.j{.=-?{:==   i±:;±{':ïi/,=j5        :i.,-+Ï±.  +                8L`fíiethí.-rH±-ai=.íiL3ti+,        +,:rií=       t-:I   !   £;        t3``i,,,:it         I   !   1   l        nÈ-\.£r.:=Jï-
`-,-. :£..`:ïí-=ú+.      `ú=Ë,=l..lL.;      t'íC_lijt,ï      f=?át.      4ël^1.~|Íj.      ?l±`Èj?-:1`:,7      t  +ï€tï,r       i.=-`=::*=:í=1:i_                T?Í-i±i=-rr.3:ïrlc5„        .F,¥`  t      .~¥rj.



Ïïe!±     fac}e:.:3     'iij-e,re     si£ï::h     a     c!Üntras-t      tcj     t,he     pale.,      t.hiri     fai=:Ë3s     iï?f
j€riegies+        The    Captaln    said    t+iat    ïii    a    d.a¥   i3r    twcj    the-±'   wát_`ilii
senrJing   a.    tru€]:K   í:.ÏíLÏLt    t`.j   BriLissels   Bëig-ium,    a.r_i_d   we    c:i3uld   ride   G-üt
it.

Tï,jri   da,¥s    lritër   on   the    f ífth   of   May,   we    tQiik   c}f f    in   the    truG.k
ï7^;it-h     ttv`jcï     `C3Iïf..;.           Wïj     hard     several      c:asës     c}f     C     and     D     ratic3riË5     and
driï-ikjri.g   watër,    sL~j    wË    i?c!uJ.d    holc]    out    fc>r    at    least    a   week    eatíng.
const=-t_ï`itiy   whícth    t+vë    cl.id.         The   highwa¥    was    very    c:rc}wded,     and    we
Ï`:i3Ënt   mc]re    t,ímë    jui¥t    €,ittir.g    to    let    c.onvc}ys    go   by,     than   we    dicl
t,ra`velirig.        It    sË¥eme.£1    that    the   entire   AmeriGan    Army    hias    moving
Ïc;c!i`,`tl-i.        We    píïssed    ta`.nk.s    by    thg    hundre,cls,     tl-±at.    were    blíjwn    tüp    and
b tji r n rJ d .

The  f írs+.  níght  we  stayed   in  the  motor-pool   of  a  transpcirtation
unit   and    tcicik   off    early   the   next   mQrning.       Äll    day   we    traveled
thrc}ugh  víllages,    towns   and   one   cit¥   that   was   líterally   blcwn   to
pÍ.eces.       There   was   nothing   but   rubble   with   a   roadwa-y   bull~dozed
t.hrougr?[   Ít.      Blcjck   after   bloc.k   of   nQthing   but   parts   of   buildings
stËïnding.     The  few  civilíans  we  seen  were  all   begging-for  water  and
fc3®d.      Thj.s  was   very  pitiful   an`d  rriade  us   think   of   what   the   war   was
doing   tt3    the   pc5c}r   German    civílians.       Darkne.ss   overtook   us    while
still    in   this   one   time   Gity7.    and.   f ínally   we   founí±   a   büilding   witri
frjur   walls   and   part   c}f   a   roc3f .      The   next   f.Ïia¥   we   were   bac;k   ín   open
c:c}untr-f   and   movecl   alt3ng   pretty   good,    until    we    game   to    a    bridge
across   €?.   large  rive.-£`.      Here,   'Ïè;ie   had   to   waít    for  hc>urs   to  cross.      Ä
German   `8tuka   díve,-ruc7mber   had   blowï-i   a   large   sec:tion   out   and   had   to
rje  repaired.      Traff íc:   was  pileLi~   up   fQr  miles   c}n   the  other   side   and
wit,h    them   havíng   +,he   right-of--wayf    all    we   c:ould   clo   was    c:`301    our
h.eel.s   and   wait.      We   finally   spent   the   night   hËre   sleeping   ín   the
t.r-uc:kp       The   Gl's   said   that   irtfith   any   Juc:k   we   should   reacJï:i   Brus3§ls.
the   next   day,   so  with   this   ín  mind  -w'e   slept   pretty   good.

Af ter   crossir-ig    the   river    the   ng:`€t   marning,    we   m.ade   real    8.oc}d
t,ime   anä    r'each€jË   Bz`ussëls    abcHj.t    noon.        This    was    i_ri    the    Britigh
t+jrjc:upied   area   rjf    Ëürc.spe,    so    thËre   w-eri3   ïirj   Ämerican    trc}c>ps    here+
Thë   Briti.cáh   häcl  a  DPD   [dií5pl`EïïctËd  rÚersQng   depot}  .      It   wa.s   lcicatË!|i   on
the    ci`Ü.tË;`kirts        Í3f     tïi.e.    c:it`í',     where    we    bid    farewell     t..ci    Gur    Yank
frieï-!d.s    ir;    the   t`rL].c€k+       The   daty   was    the   sth   of   _M_ay+        "tú'E   DAY".       The
day   the   k'a.r   cjff iGially   enclei-J.    in   Ei_Lirope..

T+!Ë   gnL]lL5Fi   at    the   depQt    showed   us   w-n€j`t    the   word   "eff ic:íericy''
mea3}-it.         ïyL7ithin     two    'r`cH±rs     },`7e    were     shcHïúeï-eLjí    a`nd    d.ëlc]usëlaif     witri    a
hair-S=;ut     aïiHï     a`     brand     :rje.wJ     Britísh     uniforn`„      no     rank,,     an£t     the
£Q.`uivaJent   c}f   $60.00    in   our   poakets.      Mínd¥   had   tc\   inqüire   hilw   we
b`Ïäre   i¥oj.ng   to   pa:¥'   it   b<~Èf=k_,,    arla   rec:e,iv-Ë3lj.   this   reply   t.`7   his   qu+3sticm.
".E{:jmmed    if     l     kncsw    ¥ank£      í.t's    ii.cj    gkiïi    c<f.t~    my    bloody    a-rse".         }.Ïe

r£f_i.ll'±'   clíd=i't    n+ied    tïie    Ïïic!ïiË¥   Éiäis    it    turrie.d.    í.]ut.,    aÈtd    wg   Í:ould    have
!,3iv€3ri     it    ..&11    bac:k.    -l.`he   nË:x:t,    morníng.        Th€ï3y    theri   drove    us    dcïw'n    tí3ïwï:i
where   `3_11    the   c:ell2ï=jrati.ctn   ttjas    t`3`king  Ëjia.c:e   fïnd   saiä    t,Q   reF>ort    ba`.=k_
f o    the   Dpr;    tcirft.iTrrf3W¢

krË   ïw-ëre  ver¥-se.lf   i..ïï:j.n5céeni=Ë2   abc}ut   our   nëïv   .LiïïiË±-iyt   ciutfitg±       They
wer{3   t,+is   pale   rJ.D.    iiifai`itry   uniftjrm.,    tw.ith   t±~ie,   iia`£j£3"Ï~..   Ëiants   aiid   ,g   tam[
fíü    .3   {~:aË.i,       Ï+`Ïc!    3n€JíuÈrnia   .=ir    rarik,    just   as    if   iw'e   ïít.Je3r£   IjirrieLf    r€'`+Jruit,st
T#TÍ.:+:     tt~±1ké``:1     `3`±Ï.cuj`+.     {.`Ïïr+,=.t     .a     bíg-sÈ`jla£`ri     ï*'e    tv`;ëi^e     '=.i-t:i`íng     ti=!     m[ak£    -SJÍ.t:r+ï,      thë

?`el  t;:-Í  \^Íí!Íi       g  i  r.-l  :`=.;      tj`,'€3ar`-7i  =~ii3        t:i}`=--3_g€3      j`.-ji_it  fi  t=-3  +              `r)ti3r       ,=?{=`;rj,{=.±=r-fj      Ïwï.ri;3       i.írifí`=iij_i`it=l£d.


