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pilots from burning plane- To the mayor of the munici-
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in compiance with your order to make a report about the plane(
(in the report it says to be of knglish nationality,but this
should be of American nationality) which came down burning, I beg
you to inform the following details:
Un September I8 1Y44, about half past five I was in the mukicipali~-
Ty oﬁr's neer arendskerke and suw a kane ol anglisi (ihis should
e American) nationality coming from an eastern direction.
by the sound of the engines and the quick coming down 1 supposed @&
that the plane had already been damaged before it came over the
municipality of ;s Heer Arendskerke while I heard some flak from
the before mentioned direction just before. 2
after that the plane had flown over this municipality and then
cure again within reach of German ac-ac and this post too fired at
the plane. after some shots I saw that a flame started under the fa
planc and tnat some eight pilots bailed out, after which no more
suots were fired. Immediutely after the _ilots had left the plane
I saw thate Lhe plane cam. Tast down with & curve and crashedd
burning in the polder of "bLe vroel". 4s 1 was on duty I could not
20 to the place where it had come down. in connection with above
the following persons were witnesses and gave evidence:
Frans bliek, old 18 years, profession: blacksmith, living at hein-
kenszand, & v6, declured:
in the afternoon of bep.emb®r 18 1Iy44, about half five, I was in
ifront of my house. st that moment 1 saw a plane of Lnglish (this
must be American) nationality coming down burning. koreover 1 saw
some persons - whobaileu out by means of -6 parachute. when Lhese
versons were coming down fiom the plane, 1 saw that one man came
down without a parachuie wita Turndng movements and that ip this
nis vicinity one opened paracuute, To whiclh no person was attacaed
was Sailing in another direction. after the aforesaid persons had
1.ft the plane the German ilak fired no louger. 1 have not seen if
this aforesaid men witiout parachute was attached to a parachute,
but 1 suppose so. aforesaid pilot came dewn thereupon in a meadow
opposite my house. alter he had come dowm on the ground he over-
turned once more as far as a yard from the ground. After that 1 wéﬁ
immediately up to him and saw that he gauve no s8ign of life and thsat
a thin blood-stream ran along his nose. Further bruises were not
visible. Un a disc which he wore round his arm I saw that his name
was :wsugenie Kieras, old 20 years. «hen the pilot had come down
tne wermanNdiwere not loung in arriving and we were compelled to
leave the spot. Before 1 had to leave 1 saw that some soldiers ime-
mediately scarcued his pockets and took away the cigarettes which
they smoked togetler. after they thoro.ghly examined him they put
tue corpse on a wheel-barrow and covered it with some gunny sacks
140 duys later tie dead body was interred together with the half-
burned body wuhich remsined in the plane(tuat of priv. Yensho) in
thne cemetery at ileinkenszand, A
by order of the Germans it had to take place quiely and unobtrusi-
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Jacob Koole, sergeant of' tue Hoyal kounted rolice. at lieinkenszand.
ile declares:

Un beptember 18 about nalf past 5 I saw some pilots who bailed out
& burning plane over the municipality of Heinkenszand. Che of the ™
pilots 1 saw coming down without a parachute and one open parachute
Suilpng away.AS it heppened at a considerable height I could not
see if the aforesaid person had been attached to that parachute.



uoreover 1 saw th:t the plane, aft.r having made a great turn came
down and crashed in the polder called "The Poel". After this 1 immed
diately betook myself to the pélike where the aforesaid pilot had f.11
len down which proved to be in a mA@edow in the municipality of Hein-
kenszand. As shortly after the udermans were in that meadow, 1 was not
allowed to see the pilot. At about ii. p.m. of the same day a German
soldier informed me that the dead body was handed over and I went to
the place where the dead body was, being in the barn of the farmer
LOKBRS~, where 1 found the body in a sitting attitude on a wheelbare
row and covered with some gunny sacks, After that the body was taken
with the help of the local iH.A.P. on a stretcher to a suitable room
and washed and dressed in a sheet and piaced upon a bier, after whicd
in my presence, it was placed in a coflin. From a disc, on the body
of the pilot, 1 saw that his name was: nUGsNIE KibitAs, old 2. years,
mechanie. kioreover 1 attached from his body 2 small pencils, a cnain
and a lock of hair was cut by me to give them later to his relatives.
These articles were later tasken to the municipal Hall at neinkenszanv
The same day,18 September, 1y44, 1 also went to the paljce where tihe
y&jne had crashed. it the p&)fce I saw that the palhe was completely
urned out and that one person charreu wase in the phapne.
This person, who proved to be LUWARD JiN3x.§ later it was found that
his name was .DWARA YaN3HO) ,expert in loading and unloading was als
taken to Heinkenszund and put in a sheet and palfed in a coffine
Un his body nothing couid be salvaged because everything had been
stolen by the Germans., 1 also saw that some wermans soldiers took
the money from the wallet and divided it amo g each other.
Un September 2¢ at half past Y a-me both were buried in the cemetery
08 Heinkenszand. By order of the Germans everything had to occutr
quietly and every ceremony was forbidden.Therefore the burial took
pheee silently and without any ceremony. The Germans had forbidden
that the egtvil population should enter the cemetery. rurthermore
I, sergeant of the HR-ii-r. gathered from several witnesses that tiey w
were under the impression thal ThEe Tlier Yensho whose burned body
was in the phkane, had wanted to prevent that that the burning plane
should fall on the villiage, which, being a bomber, and in this way lr
succeeded in doing this. L e
in connection with this he would not leave his plane quick enough
and in this ~ay he found his death.
1 enclose herewith the hairlock ,chain, 2 pencils and some photos of
hRieras. These will be closed in an envelope and send together with
vhis report. The identity-disc of Riersas has been ueposited st the
bffice of CIVIL AFFAIRS at Goes after the liberation. rurther is en-
closed a topographical drawing of the municipality of Heinkenszand
with marked places where the plane §rasied, where the pilotsieras
came down and the cemetery where they are both buried.
A Mr. d.Abeleven ai skilled artist will be so kind to make 3 origind
sketches ol these 3 marked places,

Of which report by me, sergeant of the R.s.f. personally has been
made on oatn, signed and closed at neinkenszand.
Heinkenszand, 2 august, 1945~
vergeant
rost-Commander.
Vermeulen.



