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OPERATIONAL NARRATIVE, February 4, 19&&._

FRANKFIR T

1. General Narrative: The 100th "A" Group formatl on took-
off at 0814 hours. Ey U835 nours the Group mad assembled in fair
formatlon over the tase and started to clizmb to altitude. We
reached altitude at 1020 hours and on tire, rendexvousing with the
"90th Groups along the ':ing assembly line. The 100th "An Group
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3. Alreraft Not Attacking: 21 aircraft took-off from this
base. 19 aircraft were dispatched, Aircraft #£42-39799 is missing
in action and is assumed to have gone over the target., #L2-30487
turned back at 1129 hours at 51 40 North, Ol 27 Bast., #42-30380
turned back at 1025 hours at am altitude of 20,CC0 feet over
Norwich,

100th "E" Group

l. General Narrative: The 100th "B" Group formatl on took-
off at 0831 hours. Ey 0855 hours the group rormati on had assemblel
over the base =2t 2,000 feet. We ded not rendezvous with the other
two groups 1n the wing as they were late. At 1045 hours we rendez-
voused with the 13th "E' Combat Wing, flying in the low postition
thereof, The formation was good. Our assembly with the Air Div-
ision was made at the last control point in England, and at an.
altitude of 18,000 fest, Our ascent to bombing altitude started
at the English Coast at 1055 hours and at a rate of climb of 200
feet per minute. OQur escort of P-38s was very good., At 1127
51 L1 North, 0304 East we saw a free barrage talloon,

After the rally point, the aircrart of the lead group
in our wing were strung out somewhat. %e encountered a good deal
of flak, which was accurate and le vel., Strong winds which varied
at the diff'srent group levels cauwsed a considerable variation in
the X.A.8. of the several groups,

24 Alrcraft Not Attacking: 21 aircraft of thils group took

‘off., 17 aircraft were dispatched. #42-31412 turned back ab 0900

hours over.Diss at an altitued of 2,500 feet, landing at 0907



Misslon Feb 4L (cont'd)

hours, #42-31389, #4,2-37800 turned besck at 1118 hours, #42-6087
turned back 10 miles south of the baze, Aireraft #42 -30758
and #,2-37975 are missing in action,

3. Suggest that Combst Wings fly in trail formati on rather
than atbreast,

L4, Three of our aireraft are missing in action,

ADDITIONAL NARSATIVE ON MISSIOR

In the I;A" Group the A.F.C.E. was 1B ed and tls tomtbs were
dropred on the rathr'inder, The bammt-tay doors WeEe openad at
1200 Lours = 4 tie btombs were away at 1222 hours, There was solid
overcast over the city and :there were no visual results, though
they were at 25,100 fset over the elity area,:probahlygﬂﬁfenback.

About 25 siﬁgle engined enemy airecraft intercepted our for-
mation near Liege on ;oute from the ta;get They made several
passez at the low group but seemea to concentrate on straglers,
Flak was otserved at many irdefinite places along the route., Some
report that it was alms t continuous over enemy territory but most

of it was inaccurate on our group.,

Alrcrafrt #779 which is m1551ng from TA" group was scheauled
to fly #3 postion in the 2nd element of the high squadron, It
aid not fly in that postion and 1s not believed to lve Joined
eithér of our groups. The follow1ng are the memters Oof the crew
which is missing Lt 7w Erown, 1t A F Fitzpatrick It T H
Kleinman, It L W Clements, S/Sgt G E Toomey, S/Sgt L D Florida,
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-1, B Lelst,

Mission Feb 4 (cont'd)
S/Set C F Keen, S/Sgt '/ L Kemp, S/Sgt H J Janderup, 3/Sgt R A

Tangradi,

The "E"™ Group approached from 15 miles East of the trisfed
I.P,, and the bombs were dropped on notific-tion of the Pathfinder
P T B S B i?erarwsré nc pictures svz - wble tusy waow-
tomt tursts, tut wombs away plctures indicate 5i:at tas ituraft
were over a city on a river, probably Offentack. lVisability'of
9/10 obscured any visual results,
; Flying low group in the formation "E" encountered‘no en emy
Zii;gaft. About 30 enemy ailr craft were observeﬁ but all consen—
trating on stragglers, Many dogfights were seen with our Tighter
eécort. The continuous flak over enemy territory was inaccurate,
Aircraft #'s 758 and 975 are missing., 758 was ins postion
over the target, but soon thereafter began to lag behind., At 1237
hours it pulled away to the right near Wiesb-den and ﬁegan to loéaa
altituds Sloﬁly, and was last seen still going down but under con-
trol. No chutes were observed, 975 pulled out of its postion inm-
the high squadron of the formation at 1332 hours and headed for ths
undercaét, smoking but under control. Tiae foliowing named men were
on the ships and are missing in action; #758 ¥ Lt R H McPhee,'
Lt F J Nelspn, Lt M S Keker, Lt BB Levine, S/Sgts G C Scarlett;
L J Bermagozzi, D J Shaw; BH Patg; J T Delemar% #975 ~ Ltts -
W E Green, T P Jensen, J J Joyce, J S Hamilton, T/Sgt R B Reranm,:

S/Sgt's R P Valentik, R K Anderegg, S F Tisdale, H J Waskewicz,
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